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PREFACE. 



It has pleased God that the Author's 
ministerial labours, both in his present 
and former parishes, have been chiefly 
among his Poorer Brethren. He has 
felt that, on their account, his Sermons 
should be of the simplest description. 
It has therefore been his great desire 
that his preaching should be such as 
to be level with the understanding of 
the most unlearned of his hearer^^. 
He has earnestly endea\o\rce\ \/^ ^x^^^ 
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the truth affectionately, and thus to 
win men s hearts to Christ, to con- 
vince them of their need of a Saviour, 
and to show them how lovingly that 
Saviour invites them to come unto 
Him. How far a gracious God may 
have seen fit to bless his unworthy 
labours, the Great Day will alone 
disclose. With regard to both his 
preached, and these his published ser- 
mons, he would desire to adopt this 
prayer,— 

Lord, accept what is thine, 
And pardon what is mine. 
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SERMON I. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF CHRIST's POOR. 

Luke vi. 20. — ** And he lilted up his eyes on 
his disciples, and said, Blessed be ye poor ; 
for yours is the kingdom of God." 

When we look at the condition of 
mankind, we see that the greater 
number are poor, and only a small 
number are rich. This is not only the 
case in ouf own land, but in every 
country. It always has been \J[xe e,•^afe^ 
and it always will be bo •, iox \\» Ss. h^^ 
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ten in the word of God, " The poor 
shall never cease out of the land." 

We are accustomed to look upon 
riches as a great blessing, and on po- 
verty as a misfortune. But " God 
seeth not as man seeth." We are 
caught by the outward appearance, but 
He looks deeper, and judges far more 
wisely. If He thought riches to be in 
every case a blessing, He not only could^ 
but He certainly would, bestow them. 

Surely then we may discover that 
there is some hidden evil connected 
with riches, and some secret blessing 
belonging to a poor and humble con- 
dition. 

Let us see what the Word of God 
says about riches. 

King Solomon, who was certainly 
the wisest^ and also the richest, man 



OF CHRIST S POOK. 3 

of his time, declares that " riches profit 
not in the day of wrath/' (Proverbs 
xi. 4.) ^* Better is little with the fear 
of the Lord, than great treasure and 
trouble therewith." (Proverbs xv. 16.) 
And again, he gives us this solemn 
and deUberate advice, " Labour not to 
be rich." (Proverbs xxiii. 4.) 

St. Paul, in his first letter to Timo- 
thy, utters this warning, ^^ They that 
will be rich fall into temptation and a 
snare; for the love of money is the 
root of all evil. But thou, man of 
God, flee these things!* (1 Timothy vi. 
10, 11.) 

But what says our Lord Himself, — 
He who knows so well what is really 
good for man ? In the Parable of the 
Sower, He tells us that the ^oo^ ^^^^ 
19 sometimes " choked Yyj tv^^'^^ 
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(Matthew xiii. 22.) In the chapter 
from which our text is taken, he says, 
" Woe unto you rich ; for ye have re- 
ceived your consolation. And at ano- 
ther time He exclains, " How hardly 
shall they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of heaven !" (Mark x. 
23.) 

So speaks that Word of God, which 
is truth itself. And I have often 
thought with sadness on the state of 
a rich man, whose heart is not given 
to God. At first sight he seems to be 
happy. His chief aim is to please and 
gratify self. He has everything that 
money can purchase for him. But 
when we think of him as one who is 
on his trial here — bom for eternity — 
and having a never-dying soul — then 
liow fearful is his condition \ Wt^c^^ed 
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up in himself, but not laying himself 
out for God— his mind so taken up 
with the world, that he can think and 
talk of little else— going on day after 
day, as if he felt that the day would 
never come, when he shall be called to 
give his account of every wasted hour, 
and of every buried talent — not com- 
mitting perhaps any particular out- 
ward sin, which men can lay hold of, 
but still leading a useless life — a cum- 
berer of the ground — doing little or 
nothing to benefit his fellow-men, 
nothing to glorify God I Brethren, do 
you think that riches can be a blessing 
to such ? 

Or, take another case. Here is a 
man who is not born rich, but who is 
getting an honest livelihood^ and dQ>\si% 
well in the world. But moue'y %^ ^^-^ 

1^ ^ 
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god. His great aim is to become rich. 
He may be a very honest man : not a 
whisper may be breathed against him. 
But yet money is his god. He is laying 
up his treasure on earth, and his heart 
is there. He is toiUng hard ; but it is 
for " the meat that perisheth." From 
Monday morning till Saturday night, 
his business takes up all his thoughts. 
His heart is engaged, and God must 
be shut out. The concerns of his soul 
must for the present be put aside. 
Then the Sabbath comes; but his 
mind is little fitted for spiritual things. 
The world is still uppermost, still 
nearest to his heart. And so, years 
roll on, and his treasure increases. But 
at last, when it is too late perhaps, he 
discovers that he is not rich towards 
God — that he has neglected his soul ! 



OF Christ's poor. 



Now what think you of riches to 
such a man ? Can we wonder that 
our Lord should have said, " Woe unto 
you that are rich ;" and, " How hardly 
shall they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of heaven !" I am per- 
suaded, they are a great temptation. 
They are like so many gold and silver 
chains, binding us down to earth ! 

Many of you, whom I am now ad- 
dressing, belong to the humbler and 
poorer class. Brethren, I want you 
to see a reason for thanking God, that 
He has chosen this condition for you. 
I want to show you, that the benefit 
is not all on the side of the Rich. 
There are some great and precious 
advantages also belonging to the Poor. 

In the FIRST PLACE, tYvexe \^ ^csrov^- 
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tiling in religion, which exactly meets 
the wants of the Poor man. 

As to worldly things, there may be 
but little here to make this life desir- 
able to you. You have perhaps but 
few earthly comforts, for they are be- 
yond your reach. Trials may crowd 
upon you. Sickness may enter your 
cottage, or work may be short, or your 
expected crop may fail you. But at 
the moment when you are most beset 
with difficulties, how blessed for you to 
kn6w that there is a brighter and a 
better world before you I The rich 
man is too often blind enough to fancy 
that this is his home, and he seems to 
wish for no other. But the poor man 
is constantly reminded by his many 
wants and sufferings, that " this is not 
his rest,'* but that *' there remaineth a 



OF Christ's poor. 9 

t to the people of God." Oh, what 
change for him, to be removed from 
s painful, toilsome world, to one of 
clouded happiness ! 
My dear brethren, if the world has 
little to oflfer you, thank God that 
igion has so much to give you,-^ 
3h comfort I such riches I such sup- 
ft 1 Thank God that there is so 
ie to make you wish to take your 
rtion here — so much to lead you to 
)k a better inheritance. I know 
it some of you are often in want, 
i driven hard to obtain your daily 
5ad. Be it so, if such is God's will, 
en you will be the more inclined to 
•k up to the hand which feeds you, 
i to live from day to day in simple 
^endence upon Him, who is your 
tber and your Friend. 
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Thus then, although the world ma^ 
have little to offer to the Poor man, 
yet he may be happy — happy even now 
— ^happy in his God — Chappy in laying 
up treasure above— happy, if he is on 
his way to heaven — happy, if he is of a 
contented mind — Chappy, if he sees his 
family around him living in the fear of 
God, and in love with one another. 
" Better (said king Solomon — aye, and 
perhaps, whilst he said it, he almost 
envied the poor man's lot) better is 
little with the fear of the Lord, than 
great treasure, and trouble therewith. 
Better is a dinner of herbs, where love 
is, than a stalled ox, and hatred there- 
with." (Proverbs xv. 16, 17.) 

Then, I say, you may be poor ; yet 
if you are a servant of Christ — if your 
heart is given to Him — ^ble^^a^A «jce 
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you ; ^' Blessed be ye poor, for yours is 
the kingdom of God." 

But I must mention another ad- 
vantage. The Bible, which God has 
given us, may in a special manner be 
called, " The Poor mans Booh.** 

The man of learning, it is true, if 
he be a man of God, will understand 
much that his unlearned neighbour 
cannot. But still, the man of no 
learning, no talents, and but few op- 
portunities, may turn to his Bible in 
quest of comfort and direction; and 
there, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, he will find it. And here w^e 
see the great mercy and goodness of 
God ; for though there are great depths 
in Scripture, yet it is very remark^Ha^ 
that those things^ which, it hlo^V e.ow- 
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cerns us to know, are the most plainly 
written. So the Bible is as much the 
Poor man's book, as it is the Rich 
man's. Yes, and I will go farther, and 
say that the Poor man's mind is hkely 
to be in a better state to receive it, and 
value it. He will have a readier ear 
for its heavenly tidings, and will be 
more likely to welcome its truths with 
simple faith and affection. " Hearken^ 
my beloved brethren, hath not God 
chosen the poor of this world, rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which 
He hath promised to them that love 
Him?" (James ii. 5.) 

You will say, Cannot the learned 
bring forward strong arguments to 
prove the truth of the gospel ? Yes, 
this is true. But then the poor man 
has his reasons too, ioi ^:>e^ieN\w^ it 
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from God. And I question 
r his reasons are not the most 
il. 

e such argument as this, per- 
will be his, " I lived once un- 
led about my soul. I thought 
the labours and enjoyments of 
I cared nothing for the worm, 
might gnaw me to-morrow. I 
ought however by sickness, or 
ppointment, or by the death of 
lom I loved, or by a startUng 
I, to fear that all was not right 
n me and God. I grew more 
ore anxious. I felt that I was 
jer. I had no peace. At length 
inister, or som.e pious friend, 
:o me of that Saviour, who could 
me from the curse of sin. IIe,tek 
deed a ray of ligloit. \ l^V* ^^ 
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this was the very Saviour I needed. I 
saw that He could supply my every 
want, that He had a cordial for every 
fear, a balm for every wound. And 
ever since, the more I have read the 
Bible, the more I have felt as though 
it must almost have been written on 
purpose for myself. It seems to know 
all my cares, and all my temptations. 
Why then do I believe in Christ? 
Oh, it is because I feel Him to be God 
my Saviour — that is my proof. Why 
do I believe tlie Bible ? I have found 
it to be God*s own word — that is my 
witness." 

Thus does the Bible speak home to 
the child of God, though he may have 
but httle learning. He has " the wit- 
ness in himself." The truth which he 
reads, he feels, he knoxcs, Ive is assured^ 
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is no other than God's truth. " I 
thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes." 
(Matthew xi. 25.) 

A THIRD ADVANTAGE, which the Poor 
man has, is that he is not so apt to be 
harassed by the difficulties of Scrip- 
ture, as the man of learning. He feels 
that he has nothing to do with these. 
It is enough for him to get hold of the 
broad, plain truths which most concern 
his salvation — the sinfulness of man — 
his deliverance by the blood-shedding 
of a Saviour— the gift of the Holy 
Spirit — on these he dwells. 

Sometimes, when called to kxie^VVr^ 
the bed-side of some '^oot Vx\ss>J^ 
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20.) Are you poor? Of you then 
your Saviour thought, when He said, 
" The poor have the Gospel preached 
to them." (Matthew xi. 5.) Are you 
poor ? Oh ! think of Him, who, 
" though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich/* (2 Corinthians 
viii. 9.) 

It may be, you have gone through 
many trials; and perhaps there are 
more before you. My advice to you 
all is, place yourselves under God's 
guidance and protection. He says, 
" Be careful for nothing ;*' that is. Be 
not over-anxious about the future. 
" Cast all your care upon him, for he 
careth for you." Honour Him by a 
meek submission to His will. Try to 
praise Him, even in the \\o\5l\: ol ^"^ccsX.. 
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When you pray, " Give us this day 
! daily bread/' believe that He can \ 

it you and that He surely willy if 
are diligently seeking it, and are ei 
estly serving Him. 



i: 
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;i From what has been said, do no' 

■ 

i; away supposing that either Richei 

Poverty can in themselves save, or i 
a soul. Thank God, there is mai 
rich man in heaven ; many a one, ' 
during his life-time has loved 

■' I served his Saviour. Thank God, tl 

■ I" ■ . 

'\\y is many a poor man there also. 
;j'|. neither rich nor poor can be there, 
less they belong to Christ, unless 1 
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. It have faithfully followed Him here, 
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been washed in His precious bl 
Observe, who were the poor whom 
Lord in the text proxiouwced. " bless 
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He lifted up His eyes, not upon a 
mixed crowd of people, but upon some 
of His -own faithful followers, and said, 
" Blessed be ye poor." They were 
poor as regards their outward condi- 
tion, but rich within. They were 
meek, humble, and gentle, like their 
Master. And such is the state of 
"heart which He approves ; " Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven." 

O my friends, seek to be His 
disciples; and then you shall have a 
disciple's reward. No matter how low 
your condition ; if God be your God, 
if Christ be your Saviour, if heaven be 
your home, then are you rich indeed. 
Go on your way rejoicing. And when 
you lay your head down upon "your pil- 
low to-night, thank Oo3i ^a's^.,, ^^^^ 
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many have chosen their portion he 
you are still invited to seek a bette 
portion, *' a treasure in the heavent 
that faileth not." 
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SERMON II. 



SIN OUR DISEASE. 



tf. V. 19. — " By one man's disobedience many 
were made sinners." 

[n every building it is important 
lay a solid, substantial groundwork ; 
i as it is my earnest desire and 
lyer to build you up, my brethren, 
the faith of Christ, I would begin 
making you acquainted with those 
jat and leading truths, which ae^xxL 
be laid down in SciiptMte, ^^^ ^ '^'^^ 
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• 

of foundation for the whole Christian 
building. I mean such truths as these 
— Man's state as a fallen, sinful crea- 
ture — Our redemption through Christ 
— Our need of a change of heart— The 
necessity of holiness. 

I propose taking for my subject this 
afternoon, Mans state as a sinner before 
God. And may He remove every 
covering which blinds our eyes, and 
show us what we really are in His 
sight 1 

Supposing a man was to grow up 
from his childhood, without ever having 
read God's word, or heard it preached. 
Supposing he was to be told, that this 
world was made by an Almighty Being, 
full of power, wisdom, and love. Still 
there would be much to perplex him. 
Ho would look around Yv\m, ^\id ^'^'^ 
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aaiiy things out of order ; the earth 
iriiiging forth of its own accord thorns, 
ind weeds, which are of no manner of 
ise, and which require much toil and 
abour to root up. He would see some 
>f God's creatures having enough and 
io spare, and others suffering from 
ictiial want. He would find hundreds 
bowed down with pain, and disease, 
and sorrow. " And how is this T he 
might exclaim, " Is this the work of 
Him who is allwise — a God of love T 
Yes, brethren, so it is. If you look 
into the first chapter in the Bible, you 
will see a picture of God s world, when 
it was first created— a beautiful, lovely 
picture. We are there told, that 
** God saw everything that He had 
made ; and, behold it was very good." 
There was no flaw, no diel^e\>^ vcs^V^ns* 
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work. All was perfect. God i 
man upright, after His own image 
likeness. He was holy, and ther 
happy. There was not a sin to dii 
him, nor a sorrow to grieve him, i 
pain to torment him. God was 
Friend. He enjoyed the full sung 
of His favour. And so he might 
lived on, happy for ever. But, al 
dark cloud soon passed over him. 
may read in the 2nd and 3rd of G 
sis, the sad history of what happe 
God put man upon his trial, 
placed him in the happy garde: 
Eden, and gave him full liberty 
cepting on one point. He told him 
there was just one single tree tha 
must not eat of ; for " in the day 
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely 
That is, they should no \on%<^t lix 
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ever, but they should from that moment 
become dying creatures ; they should 
be subject to death. 

It might seem a small thing to eat 
from a forbidden tree. But God chose 
this to prove him, and to try his obedi- 
ence. He might have tried it by any 
other command : but this was enough. 
Man was found wanting. He dis- 
obeyed God, and lost His favour. In 
the chapter before us, the apostle says, 
"By one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin, and so death 
passed upon all men." And again in 
our text, St. Paul declares, *' By one 
man's disobedience many were made 
sinners." 

Adam was the Head, as it were, of 
our family. Adam sinned^ and ^o \a%^ 
the favour of God ; and N^e \>i\^ ^^^^ 
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dren, all of us, inherit his sinfu/ i 
conupt nature. Every one of us ^ 
born into tliis world a sinner, a ch 
of wratli. Every heart is by nature 
corrupt, evil heart. And unless it 
changed by grace, it will feel no Ic 
for God, and it will take no deUght 
His ways. Sin, Uke some dread 
disease, runs through the whole fam 
of mankind. Go where you will, fr< 
one end of the earth to the other, y 
will everywhere find it ; all are infecl 
by it. ** Behold (says David) I v 
shapen in iniquity, and in sin did i 
mother conceive me." (Psalm li. 5.) 
Only look at a little child, and y 
will at once see that man's nature 
sinful. Do we not observe in t 
youngest infant violence of temp 
bursts of passion, fretfulue^^, ^e«lou 
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,nd self-will ? As he grows older, how 
lard it is to teach him what is right, 
low easily he is led to what is wrong 1 
Jin comes naturally to him. There is 
lo diflSculty in making him learn to 
wear, to lie, or to disobey. But try 
ind teach him to know God, to love 
lis Saviour, to do His will, and to 
valk in the ways of holiness, and you 
vill soon see that this is a hard matter; 
aay, actually impossible, unless God 
touches the heart, and changes it by 
His grace. 

Thus then ** by one man's disobe- 
lience many were made sinners." By 
:hat one act of rebellion, Adam brought 
•uin upon the whole world. It is well 
dways to bear this in mind. Look 
ipon this world as a fallen, dec^^\\^% 
vorld; a ^^ world lying m mcJ^^^'5\e;a>'e.' 
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Look also at man in his true chi 
not naturally an upright being, 
sinner before God, — a sinner s 
and ruined, that nothing less tha. 
blood of Gods own Son could 
him. 

i Yes it is most clear from G- 

word, what is the view He takes 
man s condition. We read in Ps: 
xiv., " God looked down from hea 

J- upon the children of men to se( 
there were any that did understa 
and seek after God." And what 
the judgment He forms of the 
" They are all gone aside, they are 

, together become filthy ; there is n< 

;: that doeth good, no, not one." 

And our own experience tells 
just the same thing. Men are re 
euougb to acknowledge \\» m «t ^<etv 



#■ 
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. Why, you have every one of you 
aowledged it within the last hour, 
his very house. You have solemnly 
led before God, " We have erred 
strayed from thy ways like lost 
ep. We have left undone what we 
ht to have done, and done what we 
;ht not ; and there is no health in 
Men are ready enough, I say, to 
1 this in a general way. And how 
)n we hear such acknowledgments as 
se, " We all have sinned." ** To be 
B there's none of us without sin." 
i this is not enough. We must 
ig the matter home to each'man s 
science. We say to you individu- 
, " Have you sinned ?" And then 
nediately you begin to shelter your- 
', to wrap yourself round .with some 
covering : " 1 am ivo ^ox^^ ^«x\ 
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my neighbours ;" " I am not an < 
sinner, as some are." Thus your 
heart deceives you. You own thi 
have sinned, and yet you deny tha 
have sinned. 

Ah, brethren, is it not so? 
ministers find it the hardest oi 
things to convince men of their g 
We go to one man, who is living a i 
less ungodly life. We try to show 
that he is wrong. He cannot se 
His eyes are blinded. Or, if he 
see it, he perhaps feels no griel 
self-abasement, no concern for his s 
We go to another, lying perhaps oi 
sick-bed, with death staring him ii 
face. We find, it may be, that 1 
asleep as regards his soul. We t 
arouse him, to awaken him to a s 
of his danger; Wl «X\ Sxv n^wv. 
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heart is cold and unmoved. There is 
no conviction of sin ; no earnestness 
about his soul. And this is no more 
than we must expect, unless God s 
av^akening Spirit arouse the attention, 
and convert the heart. We may speak; 
but God must give power to our words. 
We may shoot the arrow ; but God 
alone can carry it home to the heart. 
Our Lord, when speaking of the Holy 
Spirit, in John xvi., says, " When He 
is come. He shall convince the world 
of sin I" And it is when the Spirit of 
God comes into a man's heart, that 
that heart begins to feel its sin, and to 
desire to be released from it. Then we 
begin to see things very diflferently 
from what we once saw them. Sin was 
once a trifle ; a light matter with us. 
But now we feel its drea^^xiXx^^^^^ ^^ 
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feel it as a heavy burden upon our 
souls ; and our anxious cry is, " Who 
shall deliver me from the body of this 
death r 

My brethren, I would wish to show 
to you your sins ; because I am sure, 
until you have learnt this lesson, you 
know nothing yet as you ought to 
know. Until you feel your disease, 
you will have no desire to be cured ; 
for " they that are whole need not a 
physician, but they that are sick." 
Now, let me speak a few plain words 
to you. You are perhaps saying to 
yourself, " Whatever others may feel, 
I am not guilty before God ; my con- 
science is quite easy." But let me re- 
mind you, there are many acts of your 
life which are passed, and long since 
forgotten by jou, which are all remem- 
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bered by God. Can you not, even at 
this moment, call to mind something 
that you have done wrong ? Have you 
not, at some time or other, taken God s 
name in vain ? Have you never broken 
His sabbaths ? Have you always been 
strictly honest ? Have no unholy de- 
sires been allowed to lodge in your 
heart ? Have you never thought, or 
spoken, evil against your neighbour? 
Our Saviour says, " Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy hearty with 
all thy mind, with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength'' Have you thus given 
your heart, your whole heart, to God ? 
Have you really loved Him ? Have 
you not l6ved the things of the world 
better ? If you could only remember 
all the evil thoughts that have e\s.tfti\.<^^ 
your wind; all the BiW^, \S\e, \xv?vvsnj^ 



3t 



SIN ODB DISEASE. 



/ 



words you have spoken, and wl 
noted down in God's Book ; 
hours you have wasted, and 
diijs you have misspent j it wt 
daed make you shudder, and yo 
cry out from the bottom of you 
" God he merciful to me a sinn 
Indeed, if I could know i 
knows, and see as He sees, s] 
not find that many of us hai 
wrong this very day ? When ' 
from our beds this morning, 
pray to Him as earnestly as we 
Have we been thinking abo 
soula on this holy day ? Have 
glad that it is the Sabbath-day, 
we wished that the day was ovefr ' 
just now, whilst we were up 
kiees, did we pray with our h 
waU as with our lips ? 1 ieat 'Co 
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of US cannot answer these questions 
without feeling that we are guilty. 
And what does all this prove ? Why 
it proves to us that man is a corrupt 
being, incUned to evil. And it proves 
more. It proves that we are in great 
danger ; for it is written, " The wages 
of sin is death'' 
My brethren, look into your own hearts, 
I entreat you. Depend upon it, you 
cannot hide your sins from God, though 
you may hide them from yourself. 
How vain are all our pretences and 
coverings ! God sees us just as we 
are. We may deceive our neighbour, 
or our minister, or ourselves ; but we 
cannot deceive Him. " I, the Lord, 
search the heart." Not I have^ or will 
do it, but " I search " — I do it now, 
always. Not a momeiit ol owt Xv^^^v 
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but His pure, calm, searching eye has 
been gazing on the inmost recesses of 
our hearts. He knows what is within. 
He has seen all the lusts, and passions, 
which have rankled there. All is open 
before Him. And is not this thought 
enough to make you tremble ? 

But it is well to know the worst. 
Happy is it, if a glimmering of light 
has come into your soul, showing you 
what you are. Have you not some- 
times gone into a dark room, and fan- 
cied that all was clean : but presently 
a gleam of sunshine bursts through the 
window ; and then you begin to see 
ten thousand particles of dust floating 
in the light ? The dust was there be- 
fore, but you saw it not. And so it is 
with our hearts. Sin is there with all 
its loatbsomene^^ ; \)ui XXieii >«e see it 
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not, we feel it not, till God, who com- 
manded light to shine out of darkness, 
shines into our hearts. 

Yes, it is well to know the truth, 
painful though it he. It is indeed a 
great mercy, if God has removed the 
veil from before our eyes ; if our proud 
hearts have been brought low ; and we 
have been led to fall upon our knees, 
and say for the first time in our lives, 
" Father, I have sinned, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy son." 

Now then, I trust, 1 have said enough 
to show you that man — every man upon 
earth — and we among the number — 
are sinners before God. 

But, my dear brethren, I cannet 
leave you here. I have told you plainly 
of your disease ; and slaaW 1 ^wj xv<e>'Oavw^ 
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of TOUT remedy ? " la then 
in Gilead ? is tiiere no Physici 
If there should be among yoi 
conscious of its guilt, and a 
be released, I would tell that 
there is forgiveness ; there k 
escape. If then you feel yoi 
pardon, and long to receive 
that Saviour whom God has 
Lay down your sins before I 
Believe on Him and be save 
hold the Lamb of God, whi( 
away the sin of the world !" 
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SERMON III. 

CHBIST OUR REMEDY. 

John ni. 16. — " God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only-hegotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." 

In my last sermon I spoke to you 
about that spiritual disease, which we 
all of us have by nature. To-day I am 
going to call your attention to the 
GREAT REMEDY, which God in His 
mercy baa provided tot w^- Q^xxs:^^- 
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ease is sin ; we are all by nature sin- 
ners. Our remedy is the atonement 
of Christ. 

Oh, my friends, what a glorious and 
welcome subject to dwell upon 1 If I 
could get up and tell you what you 
might do to get rich ; or, if I had a 
sure and unfailing remedy for your 
bodily health ; that would be some- 
thing worth hearing. But I proclaim 
to you something of greater importance 
still. I tell you how your soiU may be 
saved. And I know of no passage in 
the whole of Scripture, which sets this 
forth so plainly and so fully, as the one 
before us. May God give me grace 
rightly to explain it to you ; and may 
He prepare your hearts to receive it I 
" God so loved the world, that he gave 
his onJj- begotten Son, that whosoever 
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believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting Ufe." 

Now, here we come at once to the 
great source and spring of all our 
spiritual blessings — the love of God — 
" God so loved the world." No won- 
der that God loved the world before 
sin came into it, and made it what it 
now is. No wonder that He could 
love Adam, while he was holy, and 
obedient, and upright. But He still 
loved him, even when he had fallen. 
When man became a rebel against 
God, and the seeds of sin sprang up 
within him, poisoning his heart, and 
filling it with hatred, instead of affec- 
tion ; even then God's feeling towards 
him was that of love. Like as a father 
pitieth his erring child, so God looked 
with pity on our condition. ^^ i<^^» 
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the tenderest compassion for us. In- 
stead of thrusting us away, and leaving 
us in our misery, He devised means 
whereby His banished ones might re- 
turn. He opened a door of mercy; 
and provided for us a way of deliver- 
ance. 

My brethren, if you know anything 
of the dark spots in your own heart ; 
if you feel how little, how very little, 
you have loved God; you will be 
amazed to think how He loves you. 
What untiring patience I what great 
forbearance I what unspeakable tender- 
ness He has shown I Might He not 
long ago have cut us off in our sins I 
Yet, He has spared us ; and here we 
are this day the monuments of His 
grace and love I Here we are met 
together, to be told once more that 
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God is willing to save us, if only we 
are willing to be saved. Oh, who can 
measure His love ? It has reached up 
to heaven, to open a way for us. It 
has stooped down to hell, to rescue us. 
It is a love that " passeth knowledge." 
Our Lord even does not measure it. 
All He says is that *' God so loved the 
world " — so exceedingly — so richly — so 
undeservedly. Instead of hating us as 
we deserve, He loves us. Instead of 
holding forth the sword of vengeance. 
He stretches out the arms of His 
mercy. Instead of saying to us, " De- 
part from me," His language is, " Come 
unto me;" and "him that cometh I 
will in no wise cast out." 

But our text reminds us of that one 
special act, by which God d\«^\«:^<^^^x^ 



44 CHBIST OTTR EBMEDT. 

great love towards us. God's lov 
U8 has been shown in many w 
But there is one gift, which exci 
all the rest. I mean the gift of 
own dear Son, as a ransom for 
souls. " God so loved the world, 
He gave Hia only-begotten Son. 

Man had sinned, and forfeited 
ever God's favour. And how c( 
the debt be paid ? The blood of I 
and of goats could never put away 
Silver and gold could never pay 
debt It cost more to redeem a s 
If the holiest man that ever lived 
come fonvard, and given himself 
he could not have atoned for his t 
sins, much less for the sins of a wl 
world. What then must be do: 
Why " God spared not His own g 
but delivered Him up foi ua 8.U." ( 
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mans viii. 32.) " Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved 
us, and sent his Son to be the propi- 
tiation for our sins." (1 John iv. 10.) 
Had he waited, till we b^gan to move 
the first step towards Him ; had He 
said, " I will withhold this great ^ft, 
till man shows that he is worthy to re- 
ceive it ;" then he would have waited 
far ever. It was just when we were in 
the very depth of misery, when w6 
were utterly unable to help ourselves, 
hat God put forth His hand to save 
'.s. " When we were yet without 
xength (says the apostle) in due time 
hrist died for the ungodly. For 
ircely for a righteous man will one 
; yet peradventure for a good man 
\e would even dare to die. But God 
imended his love W««t^% m^> ^sjl 
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that while we were yet sinners y Christ 
died for us." (Romans v. 6, 7, 8.) 

Oh, amazing love I There was never 
anything Uke it before. We have 
heard of a son dying for his father. 
We have heard of a man dying for his 
country. But we never heard of any 
one but Jesus dying /or His enemies. 

And what should we be, my brethren, 
if God had not given us His Sob ? 
What hope could we have of heaven, if 
Christ had not purchased our admis- 
sion there, by the price of His own 
blood. No amount of repentance, 
however sincere, could have put away 
sin. Floods of tears could not have 
washed out our guilt. No future 
amendment could have done away 
the past. No, our case would have 
been utterly hopeless, if the Son of 
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od had not come forward to rescue 

I from eternal death. The sheep 

ust have perished, if " the Good 

lepherd " had not given His hfe for 

em. 

Will you not then lift up your hearts 

God, and. thank Him for tliis un- 
eakable gift ? Does not a feeling of 
ame come across you, that you could 
.ve ever loved Him so coldly, who 
,th so loved us ? Truly, if we had 
►thing else to thank God for ; if we 
,d not one single other mercy but 
is, it would be enough to call forth 
. our gratitude — to think that we 
•ve a Saviour, one who is able to save 
from eternal death, and bestow upon 

everlasting life I This will be the 
bject of our song of praise through- 
t etemitj I 
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But stop, brethren; there is yet 
another very important point . in our 
text, which we must not pass over. It 
has told us of God's love. It has told 
us how that love was specially showB, 
in giving us His Son. It has told us 
that we need not perish, but live for 
ever. 

But now the question comes, " Will 
all then be saved ?" " If Christ died 
for all, will all escape ? Will all live 
for ever ?'* No ; but few, alas, will be 
saved. The way to heaven is plain; 
the gate is thrown wide open ; but 
" few there be that enter in." The 
work has been done — the work of our 
redemption. Thi^ great salvation has 
been purchased. It is freely offered 
to every one of us. But it must be 
Mcq)tedf and /aid fiold o/, b^ us. Our 
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text says, " that whosoever believeih 
shall not perish, but have everlasting 
life." Faith then is the means, by 
which this salvation is made ours. 
When the Jailor at Philippi came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul 
and Silas, in the prison, crying out in 
the agony of his soul, " What must I 
do to be saved?" thieir answer was, 
" Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved." If Christ was 
now upon earth, and any one of you 
felt conscious of your danger and 
misery by reason of sin, and anxious 
to be pardoned, what would you do ? 
Why you would not sit stilly and say, 
" Christ has come to save me, and 
that's enough." No, you would go to 
Hinij and kneel down at His feet, and 
say, " Lord, thou art coxne \jo ^w^ ^'^ 
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lost; save m^, a miserable sinner. 
Thou hast welcomed others : O re- 
ceive and pardon me /'* But Christ is 
not upon earth now. He is in heaven. 
Still His power, and His love are the 
same. Though we cannot see Him, 
we may believe on Him. We may go 
to Him in faith. We may put our- 
selves in His hands. And it is written 
for our unspeakable comfort, " He that 
believeth shall be saved," that is, he 
that believes with his heart, and gives 
that heart to Christ. 

There is such a thing as believing 
with the head only. Most men do 
that. There is not a man here per- 
haps, who does not believe that Christ 
has come into the world, and has died 
upon the cross for sinners. But the 
/aJtb that saves^ is something more 



CHBIST OUB REM 

than this. It is a living 
an earnest looking to CI 
hearty reliance upon Hin 
who can alone save our so 

Perhaps I can make 
you by a simple illustrati< 
imagine that one of you h 
a deep gloomy pit. You 
see that the sides are sc 
there is not the shghtest ] 
escaping without assistan 
there for some time, till t 
begin to feel alarmed. Y( 
if you remain there, you i 
and to save yourself is out 
tion. Suddenly, to your 
footstep is heard approacl 
and some one appears, 
your cry, and is come to 
he has in his hand a to 
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lets down for you to hold by. You do 
not hesitate for a moment. The man 
is come to save you, and you believe it. 
You look upon him as your Friend. 
You know that he has the will, and 
also the power, to rescue you. In an 
instant you eagerly grasp the rope, and 
trust entirely to yoin: kind Deliverer. 

Now, brethren, we have fallen, if I 
may so speak, into a deep pit, by 
reason of our sins. If left to our- 
selves, we shall remain there to perish 
everlastingly. We have no power of 
our own. But Christ is come, bring- 
ing to us salvation. And faith is the 
hand, as it were, by which we receive 
it. By faith we lay hold of Christ. 
Happy is it if we can say with David, 
" He brought me up out of an horrible 
pit, out of the miry cVa-j , «iad ^et my 
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feet upon a rock, and established my 
goings." (Psalm xl. 1.) 

You see then what we mean by 
Faith. And you understand how it is 
necessary, in order that a man may be 
saved, "that whosoever beUeveth in 
Christ should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting Ufe." 

I now wish to leave with you two 
solemn thoughts. And may God bless 
them to yourlBOul. 

One is, " If Christ has died for me, 
then how great will be my condemna- 
tion if I reject His offer of mercy ! Woe 
be to me if I shall have to say here- 
after, I heard of His love, but my heart 
was too hard to be moved by it. He 
freely offered to save me, but I would 
•not be saved." Oh! m^ it\^Tv^^^ SX* 
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will be far worse if we have heard the 
gospel, and yet put it from us, than if 
it had never reached our ears. It will 
be far worse for you, if you go home 
to-day unmoved, than if the message 
of salvation had never been placed be- 
fore you. Better never to have known 
the way of life, than having known it, 
to treat it with scorn or indiflterence. 

Again, carry away with you this pre- 
cious thought also, What joy, what 
peace, what safety, there is- for those who 
are in Chiist t Their debt is paid ; 
their sins forgiven ; their souls saved ! 
Was Noah safe in the ark ? The rain 
descended ; the flood came ; the very 
windows of heaven seemed to be opened. 
He looked around him, and saw thou- 
sands swallowed up on every side of 
him. But he was sheltered by the 
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Lord. He was safe, blessedly safe, 
within the ark ! And who is there, my 
friends, that is not daily exposed to the 
troubles of this stormy world ? We 
have all our pains, and sorrows, and 
trials, to pass through. But, how 
secure are those who are under Christ's 
shelter. Troubles may come, tempta- 
tions may come, sickness may come, 
and even death may come ; but who 
can separate us from the love of 
Christ ? who can lay anything to our 
charge, if we are His ? 

Go then to the Lord, and tell Him 
that you are ashamed of your coldness 
and unbelief. Ask Him to take it 
away, and to give you faith. It is His 
gift. It grows not naturally in the 
soil of your heart. God must plant it 
there Himself. Entreat Rvkv Vci ^<^ 
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you a solemn conviction of your state 
as a sinner, and to reveal to you, in all 
His fulness, that Saviour, who can 
grant you pardon now, and everlasting 
life hereafter. 



I 
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SEKMON IV. 

THE CHRISTIAN A CHANGED MAN. 

2 CoRiKTHiANS V. 17. — " If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature ; old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become 
new." 

We come now to the third subject 
which I proposed to bring before you 
in these sermons. I have already 
spoken to you of Mans state as a 
sinner before Ood ; also of The great 
means of our recovery ^ nameV^ , ^^ ^Xssv^^- 
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ment of Christ Our subject to- 
will also be a very important oi 
namely, Our need of a change of heart 
In every Christian country, in e\ 
parish, in every congregation, there 
two great divisions. We see some liv 
altogether for this world. Their 
sires and feeUngs are all eartl 
They have no love for God. TI 
have no inclination for His serv; 
Religion is a cold, dry matter ^ 
them. They have no heart for it. 
is all against the grain. It is a th 
just put on for the Sunday, and tl 
thrust aside, and forgotten. Talk 
them of the world, of its business 
its pleasures, and you will find th 
ready enough, and eager enough, 
dwell upon the subject. But tali 
^^em of God, and o£ tiae \ii\\i%^Qt G 



A CHANGED MAN. 59 

and you soon see that they have no 
taste for it. They read Gods word 
perhaps, because they know it to be 
their duty ; but they have no real ap- 
petite for such food. They go to 
church, and sit through the prayers, 
and listen to the sermon ; but they do 
not come here to pray earnestly ; they 
do not hearken to God's truth, as if 
they felt it to be His message to their 
souls. The little, trifling, perishing 
affairs of the day occupy their atten- 
tion, far more than the great concerns 
of eternity. 

Such is the case with a very large 
class, not in this place merely, but in 
every place. I might say, such is the 
case with the great mass of men ge- 
nerally. 
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But there is another class^ altogether 
diflFerent. With them religion is every- 
thing. It is the first, the chief, the 
leading object of their lives. They live 
in this world, but their hopes are in 
heaven. Their hearts, their desires, 
their affections, are set on things 
above. The service of God is not a 
mere task with them ; but it is their 
delight, and their greatest enjoyment. 
They are living for another world ; and 
they already seem to have some fore- 
taste of it. There is something in 
God's word, which seems to answer to 
the wants in their own souls ; and they 
thankfully exclaim, " This is truth ; we 
feel it, we believe it, we know it to be 
so 1" To such persons Christ is very 
precious. They love to talk of Him ; 
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and whilst they speak one to another 
on spiritual subjects, their very hearts 
bum within them. 

Now, I ask you, do we not find this 
difference among men? I am sure, 
you have observed it yourselves, and 
you have sometimes wondered perhaps, 
how it is that one man is so religious, 
and another so worldly ; how it is that 
one man se^ms to find the greatest 
•enjoyment in religion, and another 
finds none whatever ; one man feels a 
real pleasure in doing God's will, and 
walking in His ways, and another only 
follows the bent of his own selfish in- 
clination. 

How can we account for this ? What 
makes the difference ? Is it that some 
men are born with better dispositions 
ihan others ? It is true, l^ie^ «t^ ^^\ 
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but this will not account for the dif- 
erence. No, this cannot be the reason, 
because we find some who are natu- 
rally ill-disposed, becoming thoroughly 
changed and altered characters. Is it 
then that some have greater advantages 
than others? No, it cannot be this 
either. For we often see two persons 
brought up by the same parents, hving 
in the same family, going, to the same 
church, and sitting under the same 
gospel sound; and yet perhaps the 
one is serious, earnest-hearted, spi- 
ritually-minded and the other is either 
an open sinner, or a cold formal 
Christian. 

WJiat is it then that makes the 

difference? It is nothing less than 

the grace of God in the heart — the 

power oi God acting upon the 
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^ul. It is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Do not think, brethren, that I am 
giving merely my own opinion. I am 
declaring to you the truth of Scripture. 
Hear what St. Paul says in our text, 
^* If any man be in Christ (that is, if 
any man be a true Christian), he is a 
Dew creature." Can any language be 
stronger or plainer than this ? And 
there are many other passages quite as 
strong. For instance, in the Epistle 
to the Ephesians, St. Paul speaks of 
" putting oflF the old man (or the old 
nature), which is corrupt, and putting 
on the new man " (or a new nature). 
He describes it as a change from dark- 
ness to light. To the Philippians, he 
says, " ye were sometimes (or once 
upon a time) darkness, W\» \xQr^ «t<b ^^ 



64 THE CHBISTIAN 

light in the Lord." Is there not a 
great diflFerence between the darkness 
of night, and the bright light of day ? 
This just describes the mighty change 
in a man s soul, when it becomes en- 
lightened by God's grace. 

It is spoken of too as a change, from 
enmity to love. Our hearts are natu- 
rally turned away from God. "The 
carnal mind (says Scripture) is enmity 
against God, for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can 
be." (Romans viii. 7.) We know 
what an enemy is. He is one who is 
utterly opposed to us, and hates us. 
And what an idea does this give us of 
man-s state by nature. He is not 
merely cold towards God, but actually 
opposed to Him I He actually hates 
Him I " The carnal mm^i \^ ^\imity 
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against God." Oh, what an awful 
thought 1 Enmity to the best of 
Beings, the dearest of Friends I En- 
mity to Him, whose nature, and whose 
name, is love I But so it is, and the 
moi-e we look into our own hearts, the 
more we shall discover of this enmity 
lurking there. But God can subdue 
it by His grace. He can break down 
all our opposition, and turn our hatred 
into love. He has done so with many. 
He can do so with us. Thus St. Paul 
says to the Colossians, " And you that 
were sometimes aUenated, and enemies 
in your mind by wicked works, yet now 
hath He reconciled." 

But perhaps the strongest term 
used in Scripture to express this 
change, is that which speaks of it as 
a change from death to lije. ^\.- ^wSS. 



. ""'git! •^"""'fe, 

'"uj; nf ""OiJ is I- ' 



A CHANGED MAN. 67 

he pall of spiritual death covers the 
oul. 

But there is such a thing spoken of 
H Scripture, as " passing from death 
-into life." There is such a thing as 
the soul heing horn again, and brought 
to life, created anew. The dead soul 
is roused. It begins to feel. The 
ear is opened to hearken, and the blind 
eyes to see. The mouth, which has 
been so long closed, breathes out a 
few words of earnest prayer. The 
man is alive. And now his great 
wonder is, that his soul can have so 
long been " sleeping the sleep of 
death.'* 

Brethren, whose work is this? Is 
it a man's own doing ? Do you think 
a cold, stiff corpse could raise itself tc 
life ? No ; neither can a ^e^ 's.wJ 



■m 
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la it the work of a minister ? Ca 
do it ? No ; we preach plainly s 
times, and strongly ; but the eat 
the heart remain closed againsi 
truth. Oh no, we have not the ] 
to change the heart God onlj 
sessea it. He only, who gave 1: 
the first instance, can give new ] 
the soul. 

God is pleased to work in dif 
ways, and to employ diflferent n 
Sometimes He awakens the i 
suddenly. He startles him, and 
him the danger he is in. He sni 
him forcibly, as a brand from the 
ing. Generally however the c 
is more secret and gradual. Go< 
over the affections of the hetur 
by one. He subdues by His 
first one sin, and Uien another. 
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He brings the man, almost without 
)wing it, to love Him and to follow 
n. He works upon one person in 
midst of health. Another He 
ows to the bed of sickness. The 
id of one He draws with the bands 
love : whilst He powerfully alarms 
conscience of another. One man's 
rt is touched by a sermon. An- 
er man is struck by something he 
Is in a book. A word from some 
gious friend, is the means which 
i employs to bring a third to Him- 
Wicked king Manasseh was 
ught to God, when a prisoner at 
)ylon : Paul, • whilst hurrying on his 
r to Damascus, " breathing out 
eatenings and^ slaughter against the 
pie of God." The Thief was con- 
ned, as he hung upon Vke exc^^'^' 
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and Lydia, by a sermon at Philippi. 
Each in a different way : but all by 
one and the same almighty power. 
We must exclaim in every case, "This 
is the Lord's doing, and it is maryellous 
in our eyes I " 

I wish now, my beloved brethren, 
to impress upon you all the importance 
of this change. Call it what you please 
— a new birth — a renewal of the heart 
— a putting off the old man, and putting 



on the new man — a new creation — a 
rising from the death of sin — a quick- 
ening to spiritual hfe. Take one, or 
all of these expressions (and they are 
all borrowed from Scripture), examine 
them well, and you will see that they 
must mean some great and entire change 
m the whole man — a cVian^e^YosAi xanst 
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ought in every soul which hopes 
ch heaven ; a change too, which 
he power of the Holy Spirit can 
For the heart of man is so 
jly turned from God, that nothing 
)ring it back but His powerful 
The restoring of a lost sheep, 

work of the Shepherd. He must 
it, and place it in the fold ; or it 
;o on wandering further and fur- 
rom home. Our natural feeUngs 
o Uttle for us, unless God works 
j: hearts. " It is the Spirit that 
eneth, the flesh profiteth nothing." 
nay hear the word, and read the 
; but all to httle purpose, unless 
pirit gives it power. " The letter 
h, but the Spirit giveth life." 
s, this deep inward change of 

is necessary for us all ; nol fei 
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one or two, but for all of us ; for " ex- 
cept ye be converted (says our Lord) 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." (Matthew xviii. 3.) 

I tell the man who is living in 
drunkenness, the sabbath-breaker, the 
swearer, the scoffer at religion — I tell 
him, not that he must leave off a few 
evil habits, but that he must be changed 
within. If the water we use is bad, we 
may wipe the glass we drink out of, we 
may cleanse the cistern into which the 
water flows, we may clear the pipes ; but 
all to no purpose if the spring-head is 
impure. It is the sinner s heart that 
is in fault ; and the heart must be re- 
newed. Nothing short of this will do. 

But I go further. I tell the gay, 
thoughtless man — the man who is 
amiable perhaps, and kmd, and loved 
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lis companions, but who is uncon- 
led about the real matter of reli- 
1 — I tell him too, that he needs a 
Qge, a thorough change within, 
go further still. I would say to 
outwardly moral man — the man 
)se outward conduct is irreproach- 
5, who comes regularly to church ; 
, who even kneels at the Lord s 
)le ; who is upright in all his deal- 
3, and blameless as a friend and a 
^hbour — I would say to that man, 
less the Spirit of God works a 
nge in your soul, you cannot enjoy 
i's service here, or dwell with Him 
eafter. 

•would say to you all, as Jesus said 
^icodemus, " Except a man be bom 
in, he cannot see the kingdom of 
i." Here is a word ioi eset^ <5\\fii 
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of US. I who preach, and you 
hear, unless this inward change 
been wrought in us, we are still ta 
from the kingdom of God. 

Now, what do we know of this 
change, my dear brethren ? Perhaps, 
God's work is really going on in some 
of you. The thick mist may be clear- 
ing away ; and you begin to see things 
differently from what you once did. 
The Spirit of Gt)d is secretly at work 
in your soul, leading you to see new 
truths in His word, which you never 
saw before, and to have new feehngs, 
which you never felt before. Truly, 
t may be said in your case, that " old 
hings are passed away; behold, all 
^ings are become new." A new hfe, 
\ it were, is opening before you. You 
ve a new prize to live for. New 
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clings, new desires, new hopes have 
^tung up within you. You are not 
hat you once were. Well, if so, 
tank God for it ; and entreat Him to 
rry on the work which He has so 
aciously begun. 

But there may be some to whom 
s is a strange doctrine ; some who, 
e Nicodemus, are ready to exclaim, 
low can these things be ?" Your 
Eixts whisper within you, " If there 
such a change as my minister speaks 

then I fear I am altogether a stran- 
f to it; I know nothing of it." 
Do not be satisfied to remain in ig- 
rance. This is too serious a matter 

be trifled with. Go home, and 
ink it over. Pray that you may 
ow something of it. There is, in 
^ 'Prophet Ezekiel, a iaiO«»\» ^^\<^^^ 
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promise to encourage you. God says, 
" I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean; a new heart 
also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you ; and I will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and give you a heart of flesh. And 

• 

I will put my Spirit within you." 
(Ezekiel xxxvi. 85, 26, 27.) Ask God 
to fulfil this promise to you. Pray to 
Him in the words of David. " Create 
in me a clean heart, God, and re- 
new a right spirit within me." (Psalm 
li. 10.) 
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SERMON V. 

THE CHRISTIAN A HOLY MAN. 

Hebrews xn. 14. — "Holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord." 

I ALWAYS feel, brethren, that the 
most glorious and precious truth in 
the whole gospel, is that which tells us 
that there is salvation in Christ for 
every penitent sinner. This is the 
great key-note, which, as a minister of 
Christ, it is my highest joy to sound. 
But we must not stop Taeie^ ^\&^ ^^ 
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should not be declaring to you "all 
the counsel of God." Precious as to 
truth is, there are many others also 
very important to the true believer; 
as, for instance, that which is con- 
tained in our text, that mthout holim^ 
no man can see the Lord. 

In my three last sermons, I have 
preached to you on what I consider to 
be the great leading doctrines of the 
gospel — 1st, Man's condition as a sin- 
ner— Sndly, The means which God has 
provided for his deliverance — and 3rdly, 
I urged upon you the absolute neces- 
sity of an inward change of heart. 
And now, to crown the whole, I wish 
to speak to you to-day about holiness. 
This is the true and unfailing mark, 
by which God's people are known. 
Many have a good name among men. 
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*.an speak well; and there is a 
itside. But only those, whose 
i condiLct are holy, are really His ; 
thout hohness, be assured, there 
3ne among us who can have any 
f seeing God. 

us then look into this doctrine, 
lay God help us, and direct our 
its aright ! 

?o begin with, let us inquire, 
Is meant by Holiness ? 
do not merely mean morality. 
utward conduct may be moral 
jspectable, and yet there may be 
Liness. A heathen man, or an 
, may be a moral man. A 
y person may be respectable, 
ay be kind, and hberal, and 
The world may hold \vyccl xx:^ 
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as a pattern. He may be all this, 
without being a holy man. 

Again, Holiness does not consist in 
the outward observances of religion. We 
know that a man may kneel down 
regularly, and repeat his prayers. He 
may never miss reading the Bible. 
We may see his face every Sunday, 
morning and evening, in the house of 
God. He may keep company with 
God's people. And yet he may know 
nothing of that holiness, which is 
spoken of in the text. 

What is it then ? It is all this, and 
much more. It is something higher, 
far higher, than what we have been 
speaking of. It is God's likeness in 
the soul of man. It is that pinity of 
heart, which makes a man love God, 
and delight to do Hi^ mil, A holy 



A HOLT MAN. 81 

DJoys heavenly things. He loves 
God loves, and hates what He 
He is one whose conversation 
heaven. He minds not earthly 
, but his heart and hopes are set 
Qgs above. He daily lives upon 
, and walks with God. 
[, oh, how diflferent is such a 
life from his, who Hves for the 
or for self I How diiferent is 
n the man, who just shapes his 
3t according to the rules and 
IS of his fellow men, and looks 
her. He is honest, because the 
even condemns dishonesty. He 
I, because his brethren generally 
) kindness. He observes the 
2 parts of religion, because other 
bserve them, and his conscience 
not be easy if he ne^\Q(^\j^\ \2si^\sx. 
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I say, how diflferent is a life of holi- 
ness, of real inward holiness, to this 1 
And this brings us back to that great 
spiritual change we were considering 
last Sunday. A really changed man 
will be a holy man. Aye, brethren, 
and if the change is begun in you, it 
will be going on. The work of grace 
is a growing work. You will be making 
progress. You will be getting onward. 
Sin will be growing more hateful to 
you, and heaven more desirable in your 
eyes. 

Supposing there was a little child, 
who was very dear to one of you; 
should you not be concerned, if months 
^and years passed, and it made no 
[rowth? And have not Christians 
Reason to be concerned, if they make 
\o growth in grace and YioVvckftas ? Is 
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a sure proof that there must be 
hing wrong within ; that their 
cannot be in a healthy state ? 
indeed there is a work of grace 
on in your soul — a real, a living 
-you will be daily overcoming 
sin, daily gaining fresh know- 
daily becoming more lowly and 
le, and daily finding out more 
|r and preciousness in Christ, 
path of the just is as a shining 
that shineth more and more imto 
jrfect day." 

3 sad to think how Christians lag 
oiter in their spiritual course. 
30 them this year, much as they 
a year ago, the same evil habits 
ig to them, the same sins to be 
led over, the same cold dull 
complained of. Ml 1\\^^ vi.^^sx 
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say is, they wish it was otherwise; 
they know it is not as it should be 
with them. How few there are, whose 
souls are in a really healthy state I 
How few growing Christians are there I 
How rare it is to see men making rapid 
strides on their way to heaven I How 
few of us are walking vigorously, 
earnestly, closely, and happily, with 
our God I Oh I let us look into our 
hearts then, and see what it is that 
keeps us hack. Let us find out the 
sin that besets and checks our course. 
Let us pray that the Holy Spirit may 
indeed dwell within us, and work 
powerfully in our souls. 



II. But what does the Apostle say 
in our text about the necessity of Holi- 
ness ? He says iTaat mthout it we 
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not see God. Yes, it is utterly 

sible that a man can see God, 

»e where He is, unless he is a 

lan. 

•, only consider what God is. He 

like one of us. He is a perfectly 
ind holy Being. Sin is what He 
f abhors, not merely gross sin, 

would even offend us ; but every- 

in the shape of sin is hateful 
s sight. He is said to be "of 

eyes than to behold iniquity." 
bhen can a sinful man dwell with 
How can you, or I, unless we 
urified from sin ? Can we carry 
vil hearts, think you, and our 
ly affections, and our unsubdued 
jrs, with us to heaven ? 
lin, consider what heaven is. It 

holj place, " whetem ftc^^^^"^ 
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righteousness." And it is written, 
" There shall in no wise enter into it 
anything that defileth, neither whatso- 
ever worketh abomination, or maketh 
a lie; but they which are written in 
the Lamb's book of life." (Revelation 
xxi. 27.) 

Consider, who are in heaven. The 
Lord Himself ! The spotless Lamb of 
God! The holy angels who have 
never sinned I The spirits of the just 
made perfect ! Those holy saints and 
servants of God, who have been re- 
deemed by Christ, washed in His 
blood, and sanctified by His Spirit. 
These are the inhabitants of heaven. 
And who shall dare to hope that 
he can join that company, unless a 
mighty work has been wrought within 

JWP 



t 
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d, once more, consider what will 
r occupation^ our employment, our 
ment in heaven. It will be to 
. before the throne of God, and to 
Him day and night in His temple. 
[1 be to sing the song of the re- 
ed, and to love and praise the 
through aU eternity, 
d now, I would just put it to you, 
ler holiness must not be abso- 
' needful for those who would 
where God is. If His word had 
.old us so, still we should know 
it could not be otherwise. Ah, 
ren, who does not wish to go to 
)n ? Who does not desire, when 
;hort life is over, to be an inha- 
t of that blessed world? Who 
not, in his thoughtful moments, 
[ the very idea of bein^ ^\i\A» wA/\ 
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Ask the most ungodly man in this, or 
any other parish, and he will tell you 

• 

that he hopes there may he a place 
there for him. And yet, what mad- 
ness! Supposing he could be ad- 
mitted there, would he be happy? 
Would it be a place of enjoyment to 
him ? How would he feel now, to be 
placed for one single day in a company 
where every person was a saint of God ? 
Would he feel comfortable among 
them ? Would their conversation, and 
their ways, suit him. Could he join 
heartily with them in prayer and 
praise ? Could he find any pleasure 
in talking with them of heavenly 
things? No, surely not. He would 
be forced to say. This is not the com- 
pany for me. How utterly unfit then 
lie must be for heaven I How impos- 
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ble for him without holiness to find 
ajoyment there ! Heaven would be 

heaven to him. No, the very pre- 
3iice of a holy God, and of holy men, 
-^ould make it a very hell to him I A 
lace of anguish, instead of imspeak- 
ble enjoyment I 

Let every ungodly man ponder this 
^ell, and never let him hope for hea- 
en, unless he is seeking now for that 
oliness of heart and life, which alone 
an fit him for it. 

I said just now that the life of holi- 
ess is a growing Ufe. The child of 
rod does not find out his sins all at 
nee. He discovers them by degrees, 
^irst one sin is detected; then an- 
ther. It is long before he gets down 
3 the depth of his own heart. But, 

1 he is thoroughly in earnest, he will 
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desire to attack every sin, and to drive 
it from his soul. His life will be one 
continued warfare ; a daily struggle 
against sin ; a constant desire to get 
the mastery over himself. He longs 
to be more like his beloved Master, 
and desires that his whole life may be 
shaped according to that lovely pat- 
tern. 

Would that we were pressing for- 
ward more earnestly in the path of 
holiness 1 Would that we were more 
watchful over ourselves 1 more careful, 
not in great things merely, but also in 
the httle things of oiu* every-day lifej 
to please God, and to do His will! 
Would that* we spent more time in 
prayer, and in communion with God 1 
Then should we be brighter, holier, and 
happier Christians. Then would our 
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t shine before men; they would 
our good works, and glorify our 
ler which is in heaven. (Matthew 
B.) 

believe, brethren, if we wish to 
:e progress in hoUness, the great 
et is to be much with God; to 
V very near to Him; and to put 
;elves often, as it were, in His very 
lence. For, I am quite sure of this, 
clearer view we have of God s hoH- 
5, and God's purity, the more clearly 
jhall see our own deformity. Just 
it is when you leave a room that is 
. Ughted, and go into the open air, 
night always looks very dark. So 
with the child of God ; when he 
been in the presence of the Lord, 
lin the veil as it were, in fuU.view 
he Father of lights — then, when 
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he turns his eye inward upon his own 
sinful self, sin appears very dark, very 
vile, very loathsome. And then it is 
that he is stirred up to greater holiness, 
and he earnestly prays that he may be 
made more hke God. 

God 8 perfect character is the model 
we should he ever aiming at, though 
we cannot attain to perfection here. 
There will be always a body of sin 
clinging to us. We shall drag it 
about with us to the very last. Even 
holy Paul felt the clog and burden of 
indwelling sin, which made him ex- 
claim, " Who shall deUver me from the 
body of this death ?' 

But how delightful the thought, that 
sin will soon be put down for ever! 
" God shall bruise Satan under your 
feet shortly." Sin stamps its mark on 



A HOLT MAN. 98 

rything here. Sin tiyns all our 
^piness into sorrow, and makes this 
id a wilderness. In our holiest 
ments, in our most holy employ- 
Qts, sin disturbs us. We find it 
rywhere, and most of all within — a 
ret poison in our hearts. 
But there will be no sin in heaven. 
e moment we lay down these vile 
lies of ours, we may say, Farewell, 
my sin that has so long tormented 
I Farewell lust for ever 1 Farewell 
strife and envying I Farewell being 
amed of Christ ! And does not this 
ught make even death sweet to us ? 

I shall then be like Christ, for " we 

II see Him as He is." What a poor 
iry life is ours here, compared with 
t which is before us ! May we 
n be willing, and more than mUin^^ 
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even " d^siring^ to depart and to be 
with Christ, which is far better!" 
(Philippians i. 23.) 
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SERMON VI. 

THE FIG-TREE SPARED; OR, ANOTHER 
YEAR OF GRACE. 

Luke xm. 8. — "Lord, let it alone this year 

also." 

[preached on the first SUNDAY IN THE TEAB.] 

The first Sunday in a new year 
should be a very solemn and thought- 
ful day with us all. It is a kind of 
mile-stone in our journey onward. 
It is a loud call to us to reflect ou 
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the past, to look back on the ye 
that are gone by, and to ponder n 
if we are travelling in that path, wl 
will bring us to heaven. 

I think that I could hardly ch 
a more fitting portion of God's 
for my new year's sermon, than 
which I have read to you* It f 
a part of a very interesting pai 
which our Lord spoke in the he 
of the Jews. 

Let us closely examine each p£ 
the parable, and try to gather fr< 
all the instruction we can. And 
He who spoke it, enable us to u 
stand it I 

In the sixth verse we read, thi 
certain man had a Fig-tree plani 
his vineyard, and he came, and s< 
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t thereon, and found none." In 
atries where vines are grown, greater 
! is taken of the vineyard than any 
5r part of the farm. So that we 

suppose the fig-tree in question 
a very choice plant. It was placed 
Jie most favoiurable spot, and pro- 
ly no pains were spared in rearing 
Time after time however the 
er passes by, and looks upon it, 

finds it fruitless. The tree was 
e, with its spreading branches, and 
arge green leaves, but no fruit, 
^hat is to be done ? Why, the 
er says to the dresser of his vine- 
, " Behold, these three years I 
e seeking fruit on this fig-tree, 
find none ; out it down, why cum- 
ith it the ground ?" This was just 
t one might expect. All the care 
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that had been taken with the tree was 
thrown away upon it It was only an 
incumbrance to the soil, and fit to be 
rooted up and burnt. 

Let us stop here, my brethren, and 
learn a lesson. That fig-tree reminds 
us of our favoured condition. How is 
it, that we were not born in a heathen 
country ? How is it, that we have 
lived hitherto in a land where the light 
of Christian truth shines so brightly ? 
Is it chance that our lot was cast here? 
Oh no, it is the great mercy of God, 
that has chosen for us so favoured a 
spot in His vineyard. And what, think 
you, does He expect of us? *' To 
whom much is given, of him will much 
be required.** The mere leaves of an 
outward profession will not satisfy Him. 
Mere \)\ossom^ will not do, beginning 

I 
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11, and promising fair. He looks 
eper. He " comes seeking fruit." 
e, and His eye in an instant detects 
it be real, genuine, ripening fruit, 
e sometimes see upon a fig-tree, 
ndreds of little stunted figs, which 
ike a fair show, but they come to 
thing. The gardener knows well 
at they will never ripen. 
Brethren, how is it with you ? When 
)d comes seeking fruit, does He find 
y ? Each one of us has some special 
►rk to do. We were sent here, not 
3rely to pass quietly through this 
►rid. We were sent here to be use- 
[, to fulfil some important end. If 
isters, are we Christian masters ? If 
rents, are we anxiously endeavouring 

bring up our children for heaven ? 

servants, are we hone^t^ obedia^Lt^ 
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faithful, serving for Christ's sake ? H 
poor, are we rich in faith? Depend 
upon it, there is a work for each one 
of us to do. Are we doing it ? Are 
we letting our Ught shine before men ? 
Is it plain to all that we are Christ's 
servants ? Are we Uving to God ? 

The owner, in the parable, found no 
fruit on his fig-tree ; and so he gave 
the order that it should be cut down. 
I tremble, my friends, lest so it should 
be with some of us — no fruit I no holi- 
ness of life ! no zeal for God 1 no earn- 
estness about our souls 1 I tremble 
lest God's patience should be tired out 
with some of us. I tremble for you 
who are living in sin, unpardoned, and 
unsaved. You are trying God's pa- 
tience to the uttermost. You are 
daring Him to strike the blow. Oh, 
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in one moment He may strike it, and 
then you will be hurled into eternity. 
Say not in your heart, " I wish all men 
well; I have done harm to no one." 
This is not the point. The fig-tree 
did no harm. There was no poison 
growing upon it; no prickly thorns, 

• 

instead of figs. No, its fault was that 
it was fruitless, useless, a cumberer of 
the ground. Just so, every man who 
is not active in God s service, is a cum- 
berer of the ground. What a mistake 
X) suppose that the Lord's work can 
>e all done by His ministers ; and that 
!; is enough for other men to spend 
leir time as they will, to eat, drink, 
ad be merry, to gain their hvelihood, 
ad to pass creditably through this 
orld. Has not each man and woman 
nong us a soul to be saved, a God to 
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be served, a hell to escape, and a hea- 
ven to win ? I leave it then to the 
conscience of each one of you, to say 
whether or not God might with justice 
give the order in your case, " Cut it 
down, why cumbereth it the ground ?" 

But, brethren, let us stop a moment, 
and admire the great mercy and for- 
bearance of our God. We have been 
spared. We might have* been cut off 
long ago. But the Lord waiteth to 
be gracious. There is something which 
seems, as it were, to check His uplifted 
arm. His tender love still bears with 
us. How is this ? If we go on with 
the parable, we shall find out the rea- 
son. How was it with the barren fig- 
tree ? The dresser of the vineyard 
comes forward, and intercedes with 
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the owner : " Lord, let it alone this 
^ear also, till I shall dig about it and 
dung it : and if it bear fruit, well ; and 
if not, then after that, thou shalt cut 
It down." 

And is there not One, who, when 
we were sinning against God, and 
knew Him not, and cared* little for 
Him, was perhaps all the while inter- 
ceding for us? Who can tell the 
value of Christ's prayers and interces- 
sions for sinners ? But for Him, you 
and I might now be in that place, 
where there is no repentance, no for- 
giveness. Our day of grace might be 
over ; our time of punishment begun. 
Perhaps in the last few weeks, our 
heavenly Father may have seen in us 
enough, and more than enough, to 
lead Him to " swear in his wrath, 
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that we should not enter into liis 
rest." But Christ has prayed for us, " 
" Spare him yet a little longer :" " Let 
it alone this year also, till I dig about 
it and dung it, and if it bear fruit, well, 
and if not, then after that thou shalt 
cut it down." You will observe, he 
does not pray, " Lord, let it never be 
cut down " — but, " Lord, not now : 
Lord, do not remove the careful dresser 
from it; do not withhold the dews; 
do not pluck up the tree." It is a 
solemn thought, that this year may be 
with some of us our last year, our last 
season of trial, our last year of grace. 
If we bear fruit, well ; but if not, then 
it will have been better for us never to 
have been born, and never to have 
been planted within God*s vineyard. 
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But what can we make of those 
7ordS| ^^ TiU I shall dig about it and 
lung it?" What does that mean? 
^e know that a gardener, who has a 
fruit tree which is not thriving, some- 
tunes digs a deep trench round it, 
Dioves away the bad earth, and puts 
some rich mould or manure in its 
place, in order to make the tree more 
'igorous. And are we not sometimes 
'hoked up, and checked in our Chris- 
ian growth, by the cares and pleasures 
f the world pressing upon us ? Are 
e not earth-boimd — too tightly held 
f the things of this life ? Then the 
ord comes to us with His afflicting 
uid, and chastens us, not for his own 
easure, but for our profit. He loosens 
LC hold which the world has upon us, 
r breaking oflf some of the roots which 
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bind us to it. Does not th< 
take his pruning-knife, an 
tree in order to make it 
ductive? And shall we w< 
God deals so with us? S 
surprised if He cuts us si 
makes our very hearts bleed 
us down into the dust ? It i 
that He does it. It is b< 
loves us. Would it be kinc 
us alone ? to let us walk on 
along the broad road which 
destruction? If I mistake 
are many on earth, and ma 
heaven, who are ready to e? 
is good for me that I have bee 
before I was afflicted I went 
Wonder not then, my dea 
if your heavenly Father s! 
you with His chastening i 
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twelve months that are coming. 
) I am that He will not afflict us 
SB we need it. But, if affliction 

come, let us receive it as from the 
1 ; and let us earnestly pray that it 
be blest and sanctified to us. ^' If 
bear fruit, well — but if not" — oh 
I He will give us over, and we shall 
ih everlastingly. Bemember, when 
5 a man is cut down by the stroke 
3ath, his lot is fixed for ever." "In 
place where the tree falleth, there 
all be." 

wake then, I beseech you. There 
time for doubting. Now is the 
pted time. Begin the new year 
wading a new life. Examine your- 
well, and see how your soul stands 

God. Are you accepted ? Are 
saved ? There should be no un- 
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certainty in this matter. Heaven or 
hell is wrapped up in the question. 
Everlasting happiness or misery hinges 
upon it. A mistake about your soul is 
a mistake for eternity. Sit dov^n this 
day, and think. Enter into your closet, 
and bring the subject before God. And 
may He enable you henceforth to give 
Him your whole and undivided heart I 
And now, beloved, I commend you 
to God. My prayer for you all is, that 
this year may be a year of blessing to 
you. May each day bring you nearer 
to God, and nearer to heaven 1 May 
each day find you " growing in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ !" 
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SERMON VII. 

THE GREAT HEALEB. 

OHN V. 6. — " Wilt thou be made whole ?" 

Our blessed Lord, during those few 
irs that He was upon earth, very 
;en went into the town of Jerusa- 
n. On one occasion, as He was 
ssing through the streets of the city, 
is eye rested on a crowd of people, 
ae fact was, tliere was a certain Pool 
water there, which was noted for 
iring diflTerent kinds of dia^^u'^ei. kcA 
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those who were lying around it were 
sick persons, who had all come there 
in the hope of being healed. 

There was something remarkable 
about this Pool ; for, it appears, that it 
had no power of healing except at cer- 
tain seasons, when an angel went down, 
and troubled the waters, " Whosoever 
then first, after the troubling of the 
water, stepped in, was made whole of 
whatever disease he had/' 

We are told, that around this spot 
*' there lay a multitude of impotent 
folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting 
for the moving of the water." 

But our Lord's pitying eye rested 
especially on one man. Perhaps he 
was the most wretched of them all. 
Perhaps his anxious countenance be- 
spoke his earnest desire to be healed. 
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e had been long afflicted. For 
lirty and eight years he had scarcely 
lown what ease and health were. 
e had tried perhaps many remedies, 
it all had failed. He had heard of 
lese waters, and he had come to them 
I his last hope. But again, and 
^ain, he had been disappointed. He 
id seen others, who were stronger 
id more fortunate than himself, step- 
ng into the pool just at the proper 
oment; but there he lay, day after 
ly, without any one to pity him, or to 
3lp him. 

But now a Person, a perfect stran- 
3r, passing by, stops, and with a look 
- unusual tenderness, addresses this 
)or sufferer : " Wilt thou be made 
hole ?*' Why, this was just the thing 
3 wanted— just the thing he hod been 
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longing for for years — to be made 
whole I But he little knew who it was 
that spoke to him. To all appearance, 
it was a man like himself. He knew 
not that it was God in the likeness of 
man. There could not be a moments 
doubt in his mind as to the answer he 
should give. He was nearly worn out 
by his complaint; and the very offer 
of a cure was cheering indeed to him. 
" Jesus saith unto him, Arise, take up 
thy bed, and walk. And immediately 
the man was made whole." 

Thus I have given you a short ac- 
count of what led our Lord to ask the 
question in our text, " Wilt thou he 
made whole T And surely it is a most 
striking question. Do you not almost 
wish that He who stood at the pool of 
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ethesda, might eoiter this house of 
orship, and stand in the midst of us, 
id put this same question to each of 
3 ? Brethren, he is now in the midst 
: us. "There standeth one among 
)u whom ye know not." He is in 
lis very assembly. " Where two or 
tree are gathered together in my 
ame (He says), there am I in the midst 
• you.'* And He seems to say to every 
le here, " Wilt thou be made whole ?" 
And now I ask, what are your feel- 
gs, with this oflfer before you ? Is 
ere not a Uttle hesitation with some ? 
know there is. And how shall we 
count for it, that there are so many 
us at this moment unhealed and im- 
ved ? Yes, and willing to continue 
ihealed; content to remain just as 
ey are. Is it that the salvation of 
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Christ has not been offered to us ? 
anything wanting on the part of G 
Is it that the gospel, with all its h 
ing, pardoning power, has not I: 
proclaimed ? No, brethren, no ; 
truth is, there is in each of us natm 
an unwiUingness to receive Christ, 
to be saved by Him. It is true, in 
sense, we all wish to be saved, 
very idea of being lost for ever i 
be painful to every man. But whs 
wish is to be saved each one in his 
way ! to be saved in our sins ; in 
worldhness I to be saved without st 
ing before the cross of Christ ; wit 
confessing our guilt, and pleadin 
mercy I to be saved without crucii 
self; without having our hearts char 
and without the necessity of holii 
to be saved, in short, mithout Chris 
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This is the plain truth, brethren — 
e wish to be saved, all of us ; but 
lany of us are not wilUng to be saved 

I God's way. It is against the gospel 
[ Christ, against the gospel remedy, 
lat our hearts rebel. Tell a man in 
is natural, unawakened state, that he 
lust be a moral man — that he must 
e regular in the outward things of 
jligion — that he must be sober, and 
pright, and honest — he will agree to 

II this, and not say a single word 
gainst it. But tell him a Httle more 
-tell him that he must be changed 
ithin ; that he must come as a sinner 
> Christ ; that nothing less than the 
aviours blood can cleanse his soul; 
aat the world must be given up ; that 
very sin must be forcibly put aside, if 
e would win heaven ; th^it \\k whole 
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heart must be gi^en to the 
the Holy Spirit must dwel 
soul — tell him all this, a 
diately he is offended I'* 
bear these doctrines — thes 
searching, solemn truths, 
now becomes too real fc 
touches him in the tend* 
and he rejects it. 

And is not this just whs 
ture leads us to expect ? 
tural man receiveth not t 
the Spirit of God ; for they 
ness to him : neither ca 
them, because they are sp 
cerned." (1 Corinthians ii 
will not come to me, tha 
have life." (John v. 40.) 
Here then is the grea 
tween the disease of ih 
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e disease of the soul. When the 
^dy is diseased, a man feels it; he 
tmestly desires to be cured. But 
hen his soul is diseased, he feels it 
ot. It does not concern him. He is 
ot anxious to be healed. Nay, when 
le very remedies, which God in His 
ve has provided, are set before him, he 
gects them, and puts them from him. 
Yes, most true it is, that man in his 
itural state is absolutely unwilhng to 
! healed, as regards his soul. The 
inisters of Christ cannot persuade 
tn. They may preach the gospel to 
jQ ; but they cannot make him receive 
Even the Bible, God's own word, 
not enough. God Himself must 
3ak to the heart. He must open the 
art, and make the heart feel. He 
ist arouse the sinner by His own 
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almighty power, and show him that he 
needs a Saviour. 

God grant that some who now hear 
me may be thus convinced, and thus 
converted. Speak, Lord, to the hearts 
of thy servants ; and then they shall be 
" willing in the day of thy power I" 

Let us now dwell for a few minutes 
on the nature of that glorious cure, 
which Christ can give to the soul. 
When He says, " Wilt thou be made 
whole," what can He do for us ? 

1st. When Christ makes us whole, 
He washes away all our guilt. If we 
were to be told that this very night we 
should be called to our great account, 
would not the recollection of many 
ast sins rush in upon our minds? 
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id suppose these sins, every one of 
3m, should be still unpardoned, and 
li guilt should at this moment be 
ng at our door, how fearful would be 
3 thought of meeting God, and of 
mding in His holy presence I Dear 
3thren, if we die unforgiven, we must 
) unsaved. Oh then, is it nothing 
have these sins entirely blotted out ? 
not that welcome news to your soul, 
ich tells you, that there is a "fountain 
3ned for sin and for uncleanness ?" 
[ can fancy some one saying, ** If 
) Saviour were now on earth, we 
uld travel miles ; we would go 
ough difficulties ; we would seek 
m with eagerness ; if only we could 
) Him, and fall down at His feet, 
i beseech Him to pardon and heal 
And then indeed ^e ^o>\lA \s^ 
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thankful, if only we could hear from 
His own lips that hlessed assurance, 
* Thy sins he forgiven thee ; go in 
peace/ " 

Ah, here is our unbelief I We read, 
that Christ pardoned men formerly, and 
we believe it. But we are slow to be- 
lieve that He can as easily pardon now. 
And why not ? Had the Saviour more 
power on earth, than He has now that 
He is seated at the right hand of His 
Father in heaven ? Or, is that word no 
longer true which says, that **ihe 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from 
all sin r 

Away then with our doubts, our un- 
belief. Come to this Saviour now. It 
may be too late this evening — too late 
to-morrow. Come to Him now. It is 
2i present pardon He offers you. Come 
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Him just as you are, a poor debtor 
ith nothing to pay, and nothing to 
Far : and be willing to receive from 
hrist all you need to make you 
ippy. 

Is there not something delightful to 
)u in the idea of forgiveness — accept- 
ice with God — a full, a present sal- 
ition — the being able to look up to 
!im, as a God at peace with you? 
ow, all this Christ offers to bestow 
pon you. And " blessed " indeed 
is the man whose unrighteousness is 
irgiven, and whose sin is covered." 
^salm xxxii. 1.) 

Sndly. When Christ heals, He changes 
e whole man. Think of that poor 
ifferer, of whom we have been speak- 
Lg. Was there not a great change in 
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his body, when Jesus had cui 
For thirty and eight years he 
helpless, lying upon his be 
down with his infirmity. Bi 
is able to walk, to use his li 
to show such signs of healtl: 
who knew him could not bu 
ledge that a great cure 1 
wrought. And if the Lord 
we shall be changed characte 
men ; and we shall lead such 
that the world around us m 
see that a work of grace 
wrought in us; for ''if any i 
Christ, he is a new creal 
things are passed away; I 
things are become new." 

But, Srdly, the pardoned i 
ceives from Christ grace to < 
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bstain from sin in future. He is 
ered, not only from the con- 
lation which his sin deserved, hut 
from the power of sin. The Gos- 
s called " the law of Uberty." But 
not liberty to sin : it is Uberty /roiw 
deliverance from its power, a re- 
I from its cruel bondage, 
ark this, for it is very important, 
my friends, is our ruin. And if 
vould enjoy a peaceful walk with 
, and a happy prospect of heaven 
ir home, there must be a constant 
ring struggle against sin ; a daily 
t to overcome it ; and that, not in 
)wn strength, but in that strength 
h we receive from Christ; for 
hout me (He says) ye can do 
ing." 
sin then is our eneta^ , \i«y« %»&.Vu 
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is to see men trifling with it 1 If y( 
were to see one of your children pk 
ing with poison, how it would alai 
youl How you would Uft up yc 
voice to warn him 1 And if he woi 
not hearken, how eagerly would j 
seize the deadly drug, and snatch 
from him 1 Oh parents, keep y( 
children from sin, and give them ri{ 
views of its danger. 

And you, my dear brethren, v 
have fairly entered upon the joun 
of life, grown men and women, hew 
of the tempting, enticing nature of i 
Oh, it can dress itself up in deceil 
colours. It can dart its venom i 
our hearts, whenever it sees that 
are unguarded, and open to 
ceive it. 

Yes, Christ would Yia^e M-g. ha 
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nd He can make us holy ; for this 
as the great end of His coming, that 
e might " redeem us from all ini- 
nty. 

But there is yet one more blessing 
aich the Saviour bestows, when He 
;als the sinners soul; and that I 
ust not pass by. Not only does He 
ish away every sin ; not only does 
e change the whole man, and give 
m strength to lead a holy life ; but 
4:thly, He clothes him in His ovm 
ihteousness. The beUever's holiness 
best is but very imperfect. In him- 
If he is sadly deficient. But he is 
mplete in Christ. God looks upon 
m as righteous for His Son's sake ; 
r Christ was " made sin for us, who 
lew no sin, that we mi^ht b^ \xvQjie 
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the righteousness of God in 
(a Corinthians v. 21.) 

Brethren, have you this r( 
righteousness upon you ? Or a 
trusting in any goodness of you 
BeUeve me, your own righteous 
as filthy rags. It will never cov 
You are safe only in the rightec 
of Christ. 

Now, before I leave you, let n 
more affectionately urge upon y 
great question of our text, " Wi 
be made whole?" Remember, 
puts the question. He does no 
to all in a genei^al way^ but to ecu 
rately. He seems to take each 
us aside, and say to us, one t 
" Wilt thou — and wilt thou— be 
whole r 
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Am I addressing any one to-day, 
ho, when he looks back on the past, 
rieves to think of misspent sabbaths, 
eartless prayer, warnings slighted, the 
orkings of conscience stifled ; who 
^members knocks after knocks at the 
oor, which he would not open ? Is 
our case hopeless ? No, even to you 
ar Lord speaks once more with a 
Dice of tenderest mercy, and says. 
Wilt thou be made whole T This 
ay I have a message to you from Him. 
[is arms are still open , if you are will- 
ig to fly to them. No man can ever 
ly, that it is the Saviour who rejects 
le sinner, but the sinner who rejects 
le Saviour. 

Yes, it is to you, whoever you may 
9, to whom the Saviour speaks. This 
ouse of prayer may indeed be to you 
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a Bethesda, a " house of mercy." Have 
you often come to the Lord's house, 
and gone away none the better, hke 
the poor man who had lain for years 
by the pool's side ? May the Saviour s 
kind and gracious words now reach 
your ears, and your heart. Your cure 
may begin to-day. 

Now, when you go home, try to turn 
to some good account what you have 
heard. Ask God to touch your heart, 
and give you His Holy Spirit. And let 
that short prayer which you will find 
in the 17th chapter of Jeremiah, be 
yours, '* Heal me, Lord, and I shall 
be healed; save me, and I shall be 
saved." 
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SEKMON VIII. 

'HE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HEAD BELIEF 
AND SAVING FAITH. 

OHN VI. 64. — " There are some of you that 

believe not." 

Although I am speaking to a con- 
regation of professing Christians, and 
Ithough I trust there are many among 
on who are truly Christians in heart, 
3t I dare not hide from you the truth 
-I dare not conceal it from myseK — 
lat " there are some of you that be- 
eve not." 
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I earnestly pray that the Holy Spirit 
may be with us, whilst we consider 
these three points : — 

I. What it is to believe. 

II. Why it is that some believe not. 

III. The portion of all unbelievers. 

First, WHAT IS IT TO BELIEVE ? The 
gospel of Christ proclaims to us two 
great facts. One is, that man has 
sinned, and thus shut himself out of 
heaven. The other is, that God has 
provided a Saviour, and thus has 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all 
true believers. 

We will say nothing about those who 

entirely reject these truths. But how 

differently are they looked upon by 

those even who profess to receive 

them I The great mass o^ ^^iO^V^ <ia 
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Lot for a moment doubt that the gos- 
*el is true. They have a great respect 
3r the word of God. They believp 
lat man has sinned, and that a Sa- 
iour has appeared on earth. But then 
has no effect upon them. They 
ieve not for that sin : they love not 
i^t Saviour. They beUeve that there 
a hell ; but they show no anxiety to 
cape it. They believe that there is 
heaven ; but they are so content with 
is present world, that they have no 
Qging for one to come. 
Now, do such persons really believe ? 
ley have a kind of faith ; but it is 
Id, dead, and fruitless. Its seat is 
>t in the heart ; and it is therefore 
)rthless in God's sight. A man may 
;ve such a faith as this, and yet 
main unchanged. The devils have 
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such a faith ; hut it only makes them 
tremble, for they cannot love God. 
. I will try to explain this. Suppos- 
ing one of us hears of some family in 
tlie very deepest distress, in a neigh- 
bouring parish. He believes it. He 
does not doubt one single fact that is 
told him. It may for a moment draw 
tears from his eyes. He may talk of it. 
And yet he may do nothing to relieve 
the suflferers. He may not move a step 
for them. His heart and his hands 
may remain closed against them. 

But how is it with another? He 
hears the very same account. He be- 
lieves it too. His feelings are moved, 
and his heart also is touched. He ex- 
claims, '* What can I do for these un- 
happy suflferers ? I will help them. 
A portion of what the Lord has given 
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, I will share with them." The one 
ieves the report; and that is all. 
e other beUeves it, and acts upon ife 
^nd now, can you not plainly see 
5 difference between a dead, barren 
th, and believing with the heart? 
le one leaves a man much where it 
md him — asleep. The other makes 
n active, earnest, anxious. But hear 
tat St. James says : " What doth it 
)fit, my brethren, though a man say 

hath faith, and have not works? 
n faith (such a faith as I have just 
en describing) save him ? If a 
)ther or a sister be naked, and desti- 
ie of daily food, and one of you say 
to them, Depart in peace, be ye 
ed and warmed; notwithstanding, 

give them not those things wliich 
J needful for the body \ what doth 
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it profit ? Even so faith, if it ha.ti| 
not works, is dead, being alon^^: 
(James ii. 14 — 17.) 

As it is in worldly things, so is it 
also in spiritual things. St. Paul says, 
" with the heart man beUeveth unto 
righteousness." (Romans x. 10.) When 
the heart feels its own sinfulness; 
when the soul discovers that it is in 
danger; when the Spirit of God 
awakens the heart, and shows the sin- 
ner that he is lost — then, oh, how dif- 
ferently does he feel about a Saviour t 
The gospel has quite a new sound for 
him. It proclaims deliverance; and 
that is what he wants ; deliverance for 
the lost 1 deliverance for him I deUver- 
ance for ** the chief of sinners I" He 
not only believes that man has sinned; 
but he feels and knoYja that he himself 
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sinned; and he sees that Christ 

died for him. He " loved me, and 
8 himself for me 1" (Galatians ii. 20.) 

do trust that this is a state of mind 
ch some of you can understand, 
Q having felt it yourselves. The 
I tidings of the gospel have perhaps 
n welcome to you. When sin has 
n spoken of, it has touched you 
rply. Every word has probed you 
the very heart. It has seemed to 
to you, " Thou — thou art the man." 
i then with what joy you have 
uk in those precious truths, which 
you there is a way of escape opened 
^ou — deliverance for the mourning 
tive — ^pardon for the penitent — sal- 
on for the ruined I Thus you have 

away every other hope. You have 
g aside, one aftei ano^Si^t^ ^-^^t^ 
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prop on which you once leant ; and you 
liave taken Christ as your only refuge. 
This, brethren, is faith. This is 
what we mean by believing in Christ 
It is to grasp His offered salvation, and jji^ 
to make it ours. It is to *' lay hold of 
sternal life ;" and to love Christ with 
ill our hearts. " Unto you therefore 
which beUeve He is precious." 

But I must not forget that there 

may be many now before me to whom 

'hese feelings are as yet unknown. 

^ There are some of you that believe 

ot." Let us come then to 

The 2nd point, and inquire, Why rr 

THAT SOME BELIEVE NOT ? 

Perhaps it is that some have not 
^rd the gospel. No, brethren, this 
^ot the case. No man among us 
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can plead this excuse. If you never 
lieard it before, you have heard it to- 
day — ^now. 

Perhaps it is then that some of you 
have no learning — you cannot under- 
stand these things ? No, it is not 
learning that will bring a man to 
Christ. Sometimes the least learned 
have the most faith, the truest love to 
their Saviour. " Hath not God chosen 
the poor of this world rich in faith T 
(James ii. 5.) 

What is it then? I must follow 
you closer home, if I want to find out 
the true reason; and then perhaps I 
shall discover that it is sin which keeps 
you from beUeving in Christ. There 
is some deeply- rooted sin — some heart- 
sin — ^which stains, and poisons, and 
closes up your soul. 
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It is said that a celebrated Preacher ! 
was once addressing his congregation; 
and whilst he was speaking to them, 
the sun shone brightly on his face. 
And lifting up his hand, he exclaimed, 
" You see that this little hand even is 
quite sufficient to hide from me the 
bright rays of the sun. And so, in like 
manner, sin, even a little sin, is quite 
enough to hide from my soul the light 
of God's countenance." 

Here then is one reason why you 
have no faith, no comfortable reliance 
on Christ. It is hecause you love sin. 
Be assured, as long as you indulge in 
sin, Christ will be a stranger to you. 
You, in fact, put Him away. You 
thrust Him from you. 

It is very painful to think how people 
deceive themselves. We have some- 
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imes known a person, who has been liv- 
ng a careless and ungodly life. He is 
aid down upon a death-bed. His minis- 
.er comes and reads to him, and prays 
)y his bed-side. We see however no 
mxiety, no deep repentance, no bitter 
jontrition — ^in short, no saving change 
n him. And yet perhaps he may seem 
X) die happily. There may be some- 
hing like a peaceful smile to be seen. 
)n his cold countenance. And then 
lis friends think that all is well I Oh, 
bow Satan blinds men I He sometimes 
keeps them slumbering to the very 
[ast. There is a fearful word written 
in the Psalms, concerning the wicked, 
directly to this very point ; " There are 
no bands in their death." (Psalm 
Ixxiii. 4.) 
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But it is not only the love of sirt 
which may be keeping you from believ- 
ing in Christ. There is the love of Ai 
worldj which also keeps back some. 
If Satan cannot tempt them to actual 
sin, he entwines the world around their 
hearts. " The god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which be- 
lieve not, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ should shine unto 
them." (2 Corinthians iv. 4.) 

Another reason is that you do not 
pray. You do not ask for faith. Now 
faith is a direct gift from God. " Unto 
you (St. Paul says) it is given to be- 
Ueve." (Philippians i. 29.) No man 
ever yet believed in Christ truly and 
savingly, without having received that 
power directly from aY^oNe. Naturally 
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our hearts are in a state of rebellion 
against God; and until the precious 
seed of grace is sown within us, we 
have no power, and no incUnation, to 
lay hold of Christ. 

Brethren, do any of you at this mo- 
ment feel that you have no real faith ? 
Do you envy those who have, it ? Do 
you long to possess it ? Oh then, go 
and ask God to give it to you. Try 
this, and you will find that God is 
ready — aye, quite willing — to bestow it, 
in answer to your prayer. 

And what comfort is like that which 
the broken and contrite heart feels, 
when a man truly beUeves on the 
Son of God? A dead weight is re- 
moved from his soul. He sees that, 
through the merits of his Saviour, his 
sins are taken away, a\id VAatied out 
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for ever. And now he can rest in -thsi 
Saviour 8 love, with the same undoubt- 
ing confidence with which a child rests 
in his mother's arms. 

I have spoken of faith, and of the 
reasons why some of you possess it 
not. I must now hasten to say a few 
words, 

3rdly, About the portion of all 
UNBELIEVERS. And most wretched is 
that portion even now. Without faith 
we have nothing to stand on, nothing 
to hold by ; our hearts have no eternal 
home. It is written, " He that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already." 
(John iii. 18.) How fearful — condemned 
already I The sentence of death, as it 
were, already written out against him ! 

The sin of rejecting the Saviour is 
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thought little of by the world. They 
*e7er dream of it. But in God s sight 
it is the sin of sins. The man who 
goes on carelessly committing it (we 
have seen) is " condemned already." 
And why ? " Because he hath not be- 
lieved on the name of the only-begotten 
Son of God." It has been remarked,* 
that this sin^the sin of thinking 
lightly of Christ — of turning the back 
upon God's unspeakable gift - of refus- 
ing to receive, love, and obey His be- 
loved Son — ^is the sin which seems, 
like Aaron's rod, to swallow up every 
)ther. It is the master-sin^ the one 
jreat sin, on which the charge will be 
Irawn out against the ungodly at the 
lay of judgment It is a sin too— and 
et me press this home upon you, for 

* See Winslow on the Atonement. 
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it is an awful truth — ^it is a sin, 
which the very devils have never b 
guilty. To them the Saviour has ne 
been sent. Before their eyes the cr 
has never been Ufted up. Along tl 
gloomy habitations no tidings of 
deeming mercy have ever echoed. 

Not to beUeve, then ; to reject 
Saviour ; and to die in that state ; 
to pass to the judgment guilty oi 
sin, which Satan himself cannot 
charged with 1 

And, oh, if we could take a gla] 
at the unbeUever s state in the wc 
to come, how fearful would it 1 
He has rejected the only way of sal 
tion ; and " there remaineth no m 
sacrifice for sins, but a fearful look 
for of judgment and fiery indignatic 
There remains '* the worm that ne 
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es," and "the fire that is never 
iienched :" " outer darkness, where 
lere is weeping, and wailing, and 
nashing of teeth :" " and the smoke 
f their torment ascendeth up for ever 
nd ever, and they have no rest day 
or night." (Hebrews x. 26, 27. 
lark ix. 46. Matthew viii. 12. Re- 
elation xiv. 11.) 

Such is the portion of those, who 
elieve not with the heart on God's 
ear Son. Think not that we take 
ny pleasure in dwelling on so awful 

subject. Oh no. We speak of it, 
ecause we must speak; because we 
3el a concern for your souls ; and be- 
ause we would snatch some of you 
rom the burning, if we could. 

Let me then ask you, with all the 
ffection and earnestne^^ oi «si k\£L\^^&- 
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sador for Christ, " Why will ye die T 
Will you reject Christ, and be for ever 
banished from His presence ? Or will 
you receive Him, as your Saviour, and 
your Lord ? 

It is a blessed thought that heaven's 
gate is not yet closed upon any of us. 
The way is still open — the way of 
escape — the way of mercy and of hap- 
piness. But there is no time to trifle ; 
not a moment to be lost I The voice 
of Christ is now pleading with you: 
but it will soon, perhaps very soon, 
cease to plead with you. To-day, if 
you will hear his voice, harden not 
your heart. 

I would give you one word of cau- 
tion. You may have very clear views 
concerning Christ, and yet be none 
/lie nearer to Him. The question is 
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►t, Do we know these things ? but, 
3 we realize them ? Believe me, it 

not enough to have these truths 
)red up in our heads. They must 
ve a place in our hearts. Sin must 
t only be acknowledged, but felt. 
irist must not only be known as a 
viour, He must be applied to. We 
ist, each one of us, have a personal 
\erest in His salvation. His blood 
ist be sprinkled on our hearts. 
Oh that God would remove every 
adrance out of our way, and make 

" willing in the day of his power " 
•willing to be His — willing to be 
ved — willing to be eternally happy 1 
ti that we would, one and all, sur- 
nder our hearts to Him, and say to 
im, " Lord, at any cost I will be 
ine. Thy people shall be my frieuds 
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and companions. Thy cross shal 
my hope. Thy blood shall be 
remedy. Thy law shall be my deli 
And thine abode my dwelling -p! 
my home for everl Lord, I beli 
Increase my faith 1" 
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SERMON IX. 

THE SIN OF NEGLECTING GOD's 
SALVATION.* 

Iebrews u. 3. — "How shall we escape, if wo 
neglect so great salvation ?" 

We, who are living in a Christian 
lountry, are in a very different condi- 
ion from any other men in the world ; 
or we have had salvation placed before 

^ Many thoughts in this sermon are bor- 
3wed from one by the Rev. H. Melvill, on 
16 same text. 
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US. Now, the salvation \ 
has offered to us is not a thi 
with. It is not a mere s 
that we are to talk about, 
matter which concerns the 
and on which we are to 
learning, or our want of lei 
is not a plaything, that we 
up and put down, as we pi 
my dear brethren, it is som( 
solemn and important ; it is 
that concerns our eternal wel 
has made a most gracious ofi 
man, woman, and child; i 
gave him from eternal deal 
give him everlasting life, 
wonder is, that men are nc 
terested, and anxious, about 
One would have supposed, 
whole thoughts would be 
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inih it. Instead of that, for the most 
3art it just lies unheeded at their feet. 
3ome trample upon it, and despise it. 
3ome take it up for a moment, and 
then throw it aside again. Some pass 
it by, as if it did not concern them. 
And some (alas how few 1) prize it as 
their choicest pearl, seize upon it, and 
accept it with the utmost thankfulness. 

Now, it is because I feel what an 
imspeakably solemn thing it is to have 
this offer made to us, that I have 
jhosen the words before us as a ques- 
ion, which I would wish to put to 
jach one of you this day : " How shall 
ve escape, if we neglect so great salva- 
ion? 

We all know that man has sinned, 
md by his sin has forfeited God's 
'avour, and shut himself out of hea- 
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ven. This then is his condition - 
ruined beyond all power to recover 
himself ! Such being the case, could 
any scheme have been planned, greater 
and more glorious, for the rescue, of a 
lost world, than that which the gospel 
of Christ lays open to us ? 

In order to see the greatness of this 
salvation, let us seriously consider 
these four things. 

1st. Who has procured it for usf 
God could have employed a Moses, or 
an Abraham, to be our Deliverer. It 
would have been an easy thing for 
Him to have sent down an Angel from 
heaven. He could have clothed him 
with our flesh, and made him take our 
nature upon him. He might have 
said, " This is my beloved Messenger, 
in whom I am well iple«ised." " This 
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\ the Lamb, which I have provided." 
Behold your DeUverer I" This angel 
oight have remained for a season upon 
iarth. He might have become "a 
tnanjDf sorrows and acquainted with 
grief." He might have " given his 
back to the smiters." He might have 
been " led Uke a lamb to the slaughter." 
Be might have shed his blood for sin. 
But what value would there have been 
n that blood ? Could it have atoned 
)r a world's sins ? Could it have paid 
flf the debt of years ? Could it have 
ought up all that man had lost by his 
•ansgression ? No, brethren, no. It 
Beded more to redeem even a single 
>ul than this. There must be some- 
ling more valuable than a man or an 
igel could pay. Thus it was then 
lat God " spared not his own Son, 
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but freely delivered him up for us 
Christ, the second person in the 
Trinity, the eternal Son of God 
moved with compassion for the 
which sin had brought upon this ys 
He took upon Himself our na 
endured our curse ; and died 
death. Thus, you see, God be 
man, and bore all the wrath whic 
had provoked. Just look at the ( 
and consider that our sins were 
upon that Being, who himg the 
all the weakness of a suffering, 
man ; and yet that Being is none 

than THE EVEKLASTING GoD ! Th 

He seemed for a time to be mas 
by the wicked cruelty of men, ye 
a single word uttered from that 
He could in an instant have seal 
His enemies, and ciw^hed them 
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othing. And when we think of the 
reatness of our Deliverer, does it not 
irove to us, how vast must be that sal- 
ation which He purchased ? To neg- 
ect it, then, is to throw away our only 
lope ; and to scorn the very mercy of 
jod. Oh, " how shall we escape, if 
ve neglect so great salvation ?" 

Having, then, spoken of the great- 
less of Him who became our Deli- 
verer, I want you to observe next the 
reatness and completeness of the deliver- 
\nce, which He has provided for us. 
^e might be quite sure, that what 
jod undertook would be thoroughly 
performed. And truly, the more we 
ook into the great scheme of redemp- 
ion, the more we see its grandeur and 
ompleteness. The sins of a whole 
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world were laid upon Christ ; so il 
every sinner might be pardoned, if o: 
he would beUeve in that Saviour. 1 
guiltiest among us dares not deny ti 
salvation is placed within his rea 
Mercy stoops down to the wants of 1 
very lowest. The heaviest burden 
the penitent can be taken off, for 1 
Saviour hath borne it for him. Tl 
the believer receives pardon, and avo 
punishment : but more than this, h( 
accepted by God, and made happy 
ever. 

And is not this indeed a " great i 
vation," which so completely provi 
for every want of helpless, guilty mt 
What then, if we neglect it ? Is it 
to be needy, and yet to put from 
that — that one thing — which just me 
our need ? Why, \l \^ e^a \C ve ch 
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deliberately that our debt should re- 
main unpaid ; that we would go hence 
without one single plea against tbe 
wrath of an oflTended God; we dare 
death, and meet it with its sting un- 
taken away; we rush forward to an 
eternity of misery! If such then is 
our deliverance — so great, so complete 
•r-how shall we escape if we neglect it? 

The Third thing I would have you 
consider is, the greatness of Him who 
puts us in possession of this deliverance. 
Here is a " great salvation," purchased 
for me by a great Redeemer. But 
something more is needed. I must 
accept it. It must become mine. 
And how can this be ? Why, in the 
first place, I must feel my need of it. 
There must be a feeling of e^^w^^^ da»- 

1? 
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sire awakened in my heart, to lay hoi 
of this salvation. And this can on! 
be brought about by the power of ih 
Holy Ghost. He alone can make 
guilty sinner anxious to accept this li 
demption : for nothing less than H 
almighty grace can arouse the slun 
berer, show him the danger he is ii 
and lead him to the Saviour. If yc 
refuse salvation then, you resist Ht 
strivings of the Holy Spirit — you resi 
God Himself I 

And, my friends, I feel sure of thi 
that the most thoughtless and carele 
person among us, has not arrived 
his present state of mind, witho 
fighting against the checks and stri 
ings of the almighty Spirit. You ha 
at times felt that all was not righ 
and then, to keep off tliat anxiety ai 
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larm which were rising up in your 
nind, you have stifled and smothered 
he pleadings of God within you. Is 
t not so ? We know it is. 

You, for instance, who are young 
ind thoughtless, whose God is plea- 
iure, and whose home is the world, 
ve would not believe you, if you told 
IS that you never had an hour of un- 
3asiness about your soul. When you 
bave been alone, or when you have 
been with others, have you never heard 
a silent whisper, which has told you, 
that you may be found wanting ? When 
you have heard of the sudden death of 
a companion, or when you have seen a 
funeral pass by, or when you have been 
laid on a sick bed, have you never 
found it difficult to keep down your 
fears? Have you never felt a con- 
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sciousness that you needed a thoro 
change of heart and conduct: 
there has been a struggle before 
could quite get rid of that feeli 
If you were to tell us that such a 
ing never came across you, I saj 
could not believe you. We 1 
better ; for we know you have a 
science, and that the Holy Spirit st 
with that conscience. No, my frie 
you are not let alone by God. 

Sure I am, that every young ] 
who is the slave of his corrupt pass 
has often a. misgiving, lest the ei 
these things should be the loss o 
soul. Sure I am, that many a y 
woman, who spends her money h 
nity, and thinks only of her dre 
sometimes startled by the thought, 
her apparel may soon be a shroud 
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a winding-sheet. Sure I am, that the 
man who labours only to be rich, and 
thirsts for money, is now and then 
aghast with fear, lest he should be 
poor through eternity. Sure I am, 
that those who neglect the means of 
grace, who, when invited to the Lord's 
table, continually refuse — sure I am 
that, as they turn their backs on the 
ordinance, they cannot do so without 
some Uttle consciousness^ that all is 
not as it should be with them. Yes, 
brethren, all — even the most thought- 
less — ^have at times their convictions. 
God works in their hearts, and urges 
them to accept His salvation. How 
then shall they escape who neglect it ? 

There is one more consideration that 
I shall place before you, to show the 
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greatness of this salvation. It is ^tbis 
— that on rejecting or accepting it depends 
our EVERLASTING happincss or ndsery. 
This is a most tremendous thought 
■ — my everlasting, eternal welfare hangs 
upon this ! If I accept the gospel 
offer, Heaven becomes my inheritance, 
where there is " fulness of joy " for 
evermore. If I reject it, Hell becomes 
my portion ; and there the worm never 
dies, the fire shall never be quenched. 
What is our life here ? It is but a few 
short years, and then comes a time 
that shall never, never end. Oh, bear 
this in mind, and see that you are not 
selling yo:iu: eternal happiness, at the 
price of a little momentary enjoyment I 

I have now tried to set before you 
the greatness and importance of the. 
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ration offered to each one of us; 
L therefore the certainty of our 
1, if we refuse it. St. Paul asks 
our text, how those can expect to 
ape who neglect it ? 
Lnd what answer are you prepared 
give to this question ? Perhaps 
r first thought is, " We will pay 
mtion to the gospel by-and-by." I 
lid warn you that this answer comes 
n Satan. If he cannot persuade us 
yive up thoroughly, and for ever, all 
;cem for our soul, then he tries an- 
er scheme. He says, " Put off a 
le while." " To-morrow will do." 
'o-morrow you can turn to God." 
t, alas I to-morrow comes, and the 
1 of the world are just as strong, and 
is just as enticing, and the heart is 
t as hard as ever; nay, every day 
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that it is kept from God, it bec( 
harder and harder. 

Or, perhaps, you have got am 
answer to the question. Perhaps 
are ready to say, you allow the 
of the gospel; you are not one 
thinks Ughtly about it ; you woul 
for the world hinder any one 
being in earnest about his soul 
would rather encourage him. 
stop. Look a Uttle closer int( 
question before us. It is not, " 
shall we escape, who disbelieve, 
or oppose, so great salvation?" 
" How shall we escape, if we i 
it T It is neglecting it— just treati 
with coldness or carelessness — g 
attention to other things in prefe 
— not being openly unbelieving 
being indifferent— \iv\s is what 



i 
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)ostle speaks of; and this is quite 
ough to ruin a man's soul for ever. 
Among the lost hereafter we shall 
id, I believe, but few who "openly re- 
nted Christianity, when it was placed 
fore them — ^but few who were bold 
d daring enough to own themselves 
logether unbelievers. But there will 
millions, whose sad tale will be, that 
ey intended to accept the gospel, but 
layed to do so. They were fully con- 
aced of its truth, but they never 
ized hold of it for themselves. 
Ohl let us take care, "lest, a pro- 
ise being left us of entering into rest, 
ly of tis should seem to come short 

. 

My dear brethren, there is not one 

you, to whom salvation is not ojQfered. 

h, let it not be said of you, " You 
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knew of this salvation, you talked of it, 
you thought of it, but after all you re- 
fused to accept it." Words will 
not save ' you. Good intentions are 
worth nothing. It is only Christ, 
heartily accepted ; Christ firmly laid 
hold of ; Christ received into the very 
heart — this, this alone, is salvation. 
God has provided it. Christ has pur- 
chased it. The Holy Spirit urges our 
acceptance of it. How then shall we 
escape, if we neglect it ? 



167 



SERMON X. 

THE CHRISTIAN SAFE AND HAPPY. 

iUKE X. 20. — ^"Eather rejoice, because your 
names are written in heaven." 

The gospel of Christ, my dear 
►rethren, is able to make you happy, 
t can remove every sorrow from your 
aind, and can give you the purest, the 
Qost solid joy. 

But is there no other way of happi- 
less than this ? Are God's people the 
inly happy people ? Perhaijs ^ome ona 
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of you who is living a life of 
ness will tell me, that you i 
happy as you are. I quite beli 
I know that a man may be 
though he is unforgiven. Y( 
sins may give you pleasure. H. 
getfulness of a world to coi 
make this world delightful to y« 
sorrow may cloud your brow, 
may fill your eyes. No scrup 
disturb you. 

Oh yes, you may be happy 
in your unconverted state — ^ha 
as you are. Satan may be folc 
in his arms ; and you may sa; 
Minister of Christ, Disturb me 

But ah, is not this just the 
thing of all ; that you should b< 
whilst you are a child of wral 
J^ou should smile, auA. ^a\.^ «^' 
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d be merry, and sleep soundly, when 
s very night your soul may be in 
U ? Happy, at enmity with God 1 
ippy, whilst unpardoned 1 Oh, what 
awful happiness is this ! 
The gospel of Christ tells us of ano- 
er happiness. It calls upon us to 
joice, not in the world, not in sin, 
tt in the Lord. These are the words 
Christ, '' Eather rejoice, because 
ur names are written in heaven." 

Let us inquire into the great truth, 
ntained in these words — that the 
mes of all Ood's people are written in 
iven. 

And what does this mean ? We 

nnot suppose that God has actually 

book, in which are written down 

the names of his servants. No : 
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our Lord speaks here, as He oRen 
does, in a way suited to our under- 
standings. We know what it is for 
the father of a family to have all his 
children's names in some book. We 
know what it is for the soldiers of an 
earthly king to be registered. Now, 
our heavenly Father and King knows, 
not only all those who profess to be 
His children and soldiers, but those 
who really and truly are so. He has 
known it from all eternity. And there- 
fore it is said, that their names are 
written in His book. 

This expression is often used in 
Scripture. Let us take some passages 
in the New Testament. In Philip- 
pians iv. 3, St. Paul speaks of those 
who had *' laboured with him in the 
gospel, with Clement also, and with 
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)ther his fellow labourers, whose names 
ire in the booh of life.*' Again in He- 
jrews xii. 23, he speaks of " the gene- 
ral assembly and church of the first- 
bom, which are written in heaven'' In 
the Book of Kevelation, we find the 
expression used four times. In chap- 
ter iii. 6, our Lord says, " He that 
overcometh shall be clothed in white 
raiment; and I will not hlot out his 
name out of the Book of Life." Again 
in chapter xiii. 8. In the 20th chapter, 
we have the Great Judgment described : 
" I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God ; and the books were 
opened ; and another book was opened, 
which is the Book of Life :" ^' and who- 
soever was not found written in the Book 
of Lifey was cast into the lake of fire." 
The last passage which I shaJl refex tA 
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is in chapter xxi. 27, " And there shall 
in no wise enter into it (into heaven) 
anything that defileth ; but they which 
are written in the Lamb's Book of lAfe!' 
Such is the truth of Scripture. God 
has in the world a number who profess 
to be His people. They are called by 
His name, and they outwardly belong 
to Him. But besides these, He has 
also His little flock of real^ true Be- 
lievers. The world may know little of 
them ; " nevertheless the foundation of 
God standeth sure, having this seal, 
the Lord hnoweth them that are His :" 
" My sheep hear my voice, I* hfum 
them, and they follow me." (2 Timothy 
ii. 19 ; John x. 27.) All that they are, 
all that they have, and all that they 
will enjoy hereafter, they owe to Him. 
-fiTe takes care oi \iiem\ Ho keeps 
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em by His power ; He brings them 
Christ ; and at length conducts them 
heaven. " I give unto my sheep 
ernal life, and they shall never 
jrish, neither shall any pluck them 
it of my hand." (John x. 28.) 
Oh, what are earthly honours, the 
cjhest possessions, compared with 
lis ? Think of this glorious, un- 
langing portion 1 To be a traveller 
1 earth, and yet a possessor of hea- 
3n I Well might our Lord caution 
[is disciples against resting on outward 
lessings, and outward gifts, however 
recious. They had the power of 
orking miracles, and of casting out 
ril spirits : but He says to them, 
Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, 
I at the spirits are subject unto you ; 

Q 3 
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ther rejoice, because your names 
itten in heaven." 

1 now, my brethren, I would call 
.ttention to some important points 
cted with this doctrine. 
3t of all, I would observe, that ^ 
leased truths of Scripture are sofM- 
sadly misunderstood, and abused, 
5 ungodly. This is one. 
N is there any one in this assem- 
/ho is inclined to say, " If the 
J of all God's saved ones are writ- 
1 heaven, and mine is not among 
imber, then it matters not how I 
my case is hopeless." Brethren, 
3 has been your feeling whilst I 
)een speaking to you, it is Satan's 
Such a feeling is altogether 
'Ty to God's woid. 
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'There we are told, th&t every one 
^vho heartily seeks an entrance into 
the kingdom of heaven shall find it. 
There we are told, that no sinner who 
turns to Christ in earnest shall be re- 
jected. These are the Saviour's own 
words, ^^ Him that cometh unto me, I 
will in no wise cast out." And this is 
His invitation, " Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy-laden, and I 
will give you rest." 

Do not say to yourself, " Perhaps I 
am not among the number of the 
saved.'' But say this, " I am a lost 
sinner ; and without Christ I must be 
lost for ever. He has shed His blood 
for such as I am. I will go and ask 
Him to save me — me who am the chief 
of sinners — me, who have so long de- 
spised Him I I will go and cast my- 
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self on His mercy." And, brethren, I 
promise this, that no one who thus 
earnestly flies to Christ can be lost. 

But, secondly^ there is a question 
which is deeply interesting to us all — 
" How shall we know that our names 
are written in heaven ?" I can fancy 
that some of you are ready to exclaim, 
" Oh, what happiness, if we could 
know that our names were among the 
saved, registered among the blest, who 
shall share God's presence for ever! 
How little should we crave after the 
blessings of earth, if we could only be 
assured, that we were written among 
Gods elect in the Lamb's Book of 
Life !" 

And can we know this ? Every true 
believer in Christ has a hope, be it 



SAFE AND HAPPT. 177 

Strong or weak, that his name is written 
there. At times he believes that he is 
the object of God s electing love ; he 
3lings to Christ, and rejoices in his 
union with Him. But at other times 
I cloud may be seen for a while to hide 
&od from him : his hope is well nigh 
jone. Still, I believe, the more we 
idvance in grace, the stronger is our 
lope. Our faint hope is exchanged 
or a strong confidence, and a himible, 
>ut believing assurance. 

In answer to the question, " How 
nay we know that our names are writ- 
ien in heaven ?" I reply, that such an 
issurance is only granted to those who 
lave a true and lively faith, and are 
iving very near to God. Hear what 
;he Apostle John says : " He that be- 
ieveth on the Son of God hath the 
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witness in himself." (1 John v. 10.) 
And again : " These things have I 
written unto you that helieve on the 
name of the Son of God, that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life." (Verse 
13.) 

This at least is clear, that no man 
who is hving an ungodly life has any 
ground for believing that his name is 
written in heaven. None will be 
gathered into their Father s presence 
above, but those who have been fitted 
for it here. The heart must be changed 
now J the love of God must be felt, the 
work must be begun in the soul, or, be 
assured, there will be no heaven for us. 

In short, my dear brethren, do you 

feel that the work of the Spirit is going 

on within you ? Is your heart touched 

and welted by the consttaming love of 



\ 
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Christ? Is it your wish to devote 
yourself to Him ? Do you love His 
people ? Is His word your daily food ? 
Is prayer your comfort ? Are His sab- 
baths your delight? Then you may 
hope, you may beUeve, you may rejoice, 
that your name is written in heaven I 

But, thirdly, this truth ought to keep 
God's people very humble. It reminds 
them that they owe everything to the 
unchanging love of God. What were 
we all by nature? Bom in sin, and 
the children of wrath ! And if we are 
anything diflferent now— if, whilst many 
are loving sin, and hastening on to 
everlasting ruin, we see things diflfer- 
ently — then who made us to diflfer? 
St. Paul himself says, in the fulness of 
his heart, " By the grace of God I 
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am what I am." (1 Corinthians xv. 
10.) 

I am sure that this is just what 
every Christian among us feels. He 
is ready to say, " Once I was a 
traveller on the broad road. And 
there, if left to myself, I should have 
wandered on ; but the Lord in mercy 
turned my steps, and led me by His 
grace into a better path. He took me 
by the hand. He drew me with the 
cords of love, and turned my feet into 
the way of peace." 

If ever we are inclined to pride 
ourselves on what we are^ oh, let us 
remember what Yfe were. Let us be 
very thankful for what God has done 
for us, and let us humbly trust Him 
for the future. In His hands alone we 
are safe, " kept (as St, Peter says) by 
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the power of God, through faith, unto 
salvation." 

I have shown you, brethren, that 
there is nothing in this truth to en- 
courage an ungodly liver. There is 
nothing in it to make the penitent 
sinner despair. There is much in it 
to humble and to comfort those whose 
hearts are given to God. May it be a 
precious truth to you I May you go home 
the better for having it placed before 
you 1 May it make you thoughtful I 

These poor bodies of ours are daily 
decaying, and giving way. This poor 
world is soon coming to a close. One 
thing only is really important to us — 
Are we saved ? Have we God for our 
Father ? Christ for our Saviour, the 
Spirit for our Teacher. Have we ^ood 
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grounds for hoping that our ^'nam^^^ 
are written in heaven T 

And now, I cannot close without 
saying one or two words to those who 
are Uving without Christ. Oh that I 
could make you think 1 Oh that you 
would give me your serious attention, 
if it was only for a minute 1 Your 
names are all written in one book— the 
register book of your parish. And the 
time will very Ukely come, when it may 
be of some consequence to you to get a 
copy of the register— to obtain a certi- 
ficate of your name being written in 
that book. But, my dear friends, there 

is a much more solemn book than this 

• 

— the Book of God 1 And the time is 
coming, when it will be of great, of in- 
6nite importance, lo ^uA that your 
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name is registered in that Book ! 
When the happy names are read out of 
those, who are written among the re- 
deemed in heaven, what will be your 
feelings of despair, if you discover 
that your name is passed over ? 

Let the thought of this sink into 
your heart. Carry it away with you. 
Turn it over in your mind. Let it 
bring you on your knees before God. 
Seek, seek at once, to have your heart 
changed. Seek an interest in the Sa- 
viour. Then, when you and I shall 
stand together before God's throne, 
and the Books are opened, you, even 
you, will be able to rejoice with me 
that your name is found written in the 
Book of Life. 
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SERMON XI. 

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE. 

Revelation xx. 11 — 15. — "And I saw a great 
white throne, and him that sat on it, from 
whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
away ; and there was found no place for them. 
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the Bock 
of Life : and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the Books, 
according to their works. And the sea g^ve 
up the dead which were in it ; and death and 

Mell gave up the dead vjrbicih. ^enc^ m ^iJafem*. 
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and they were judged, every man according 
to their works. And death and hell were 
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. And whosoever was not found writ- 
ten in the Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire." 

This is a very awful and heart- 
Btirring passage. But, solemn as it is, 
I well know that it will just glide over 
our minds unheeded, and soon be for • 
gotten, unless the Spirit of God pre- 
pares our hearts to receive it. May 
God speak by it to some souls to-day 1 
May it be a powerful voice to many ; 
and may they hear it for their everlast- 
ing good 1 

That part of the Bible which is 
called the book of Revelation was writ- 
ten by St. John. God was pleased to 
show him in a vision man^ thixLs^^ 
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which are yet to come. He gives him, 
as it were, a glimpse of the heavenly 
world ; and allows him to behold much, 
which is hidden from our eyes. 

In the chapter before us, he de- 
scribes to us a very solemn scene; 
something which you and I shall one 
day behold for ourselves. He tells us 
what he himself saw of the Great 
Judgment. 

He describes to us, in the first 
place, that great and holy Being who 
is to be our Judge. 

Then, next, he speaks of those who 
are to be judged. 

And, thirdly, of the sentence passed 
upon them. 

I. " I saw (he says) a great white 
ibrone, and Him that sat on it, from 
whose face the earVSo. audi 'vk^ V^«:^^xi. 
^ed away." 



THE GREAT WHITE THRONE. 187 

This is Christ, our Saviour and our 
ige. He once appeared on earth 
' a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
h grief." He was " despised and 
3cted of men,*' scorned and reviled, 
t now He is highly exalted, and 
jns in heaven, a King for ever. St. 
m saw Him sitting on His great 
ite throne. And so awful was His 
sence, and so glorious His appear- 
50, that it is said, the very *' earth 
I the heaven fled away." 
iVhat would be the astonishment 
a man, to be taken from his cot- 
e, and to be made to stand before 
throne of an earthly sovereign ? 
lat must be the feelings of a prisoner 
Tied from his dungeon, and brought 
ore an earthly Judge ? But this 
I be nothing to ih% fe^l\s\% «^^ ^s:^^ 
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which we shall experience, when w^e 
shall stand before '^ the great white 
throne, and him that sitteth upon it.'' 
Wo shall feel that His eye pierces 
through our very souls, and reads at 
one glance the whole history of our 
lives. We shall feel that He is all 
holiness, and that we are all sin ; that 
He is all power, and that we are all 
weakness. Oh, this will indeed be the 
most glorious sight to some, and the 
most awful sight to others. But we 
must not now dwell upon it. Let us 
rather pass on to notice, 

Sndly. Those that are ranged before 
Him. And who are they ? The largest 
company that ever met. If all belong- 
ing to any one country were to be 
gathered together, it ^ouVd be an 
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enormous assembly. But here will be 
a whole world met together ; all that 
have ever Uved here on earth ; from the 
first man, Adam, to the last man that 
ever breathed. All we have ever heard 
of, and all we have ever read of, will 
be there*— Enoch, and Noah, and Abra- 
ham, and Pharaoh king of Egypt, and 
wicked Balaam, Paul the great Apostle 
and servant of Christ, and Judas who 
betrayed Him. The proudest king, 
and the poorest beggar, will stand side 
by side. Old men, who were allowed 
a long time of trial here, and little 
children, who passed quickly through 
this world. The heathen, who lived 
and died without any knowledge of the 
Saviour who redeemed him ; and the 
professing Christian, to whom the word 
of salvation waa pioc\ai\£kft6c, ^Hsfe. 
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hard-hearted sinner will be there, who 
denied the Lord that bought him. 
The worldly man, who chose his por- 
tion here, and thought not of another 
world ; and the waverer, who knew 
what was right, but never gave his 
heart to God. All, all will be there. 
And you and I, my brethren, will be 
at that meeting too. And great as the 
numbers will be, each one will plainly 
see " the great white throne, and Him 
that sitteth upon it." And each one 
will meet the eye of that Almighty 
Being, just as if he was the only one 
that stood before Him. 

St. John says, " I saw the dead, 

small and great, stand before God." 

" And the sea gave up the dead that 

were in it; and death and hell gave 

up the dead that wete m ^eoi-, «^4l 
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they were judged, every man according 
to their works " — not only those who 
shall be found alive at Christ's coming, 
but all who have died before. The 
grave shall give up the bodies of men. 
Hell shall give up the souls of the 
wicked. The sea shall give up the 
many who seemed to have been lost in 
it. St. Matthew, speaking of that 
great assembly, says, " When the Son 
of man cometh in his glory, and all his 
holy angels with him, then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory, and be- 
fore him shall be gathered all nations ; 
and he shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats." (Matthew xxv. 
81, 32.) 

Oh, it will be the most glorious and 
awful sight that we ever beheld I T^^ 
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greatness and holiness of the Judge! 
The fearful agony that will mark the 
faces of some ; the calm and peaceful 
joy that will be seen upon the counte- 
nances of others ! Some trembUng 
with alarm, well knowing what their 
sentence must be : and others already 
rejoicing, because they are fully as- 
sured, that He who sits upon the 
throne is the Saviour, whom they have 
loved. Such will be that tremendous 
assembly, gathered before the great 
white throne. 

III. And now let me speak of the 
solemn trial, which will then take 
place. 

St. John says, " And the books were 

opened; and another book was opened, 

which is the Book o? lAle*, Mvd the 
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dead were judged out of those things, 
which were written in the books, ac- 
cording to their works ; and death and 
hell were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. And whoso- 
ever was not found written in the book 
of life, was cast into the lake of fire." 

Here you see certain Books are 
spoken of, out of which we shall be 
judged. Do not suppose that God has 
any need of these. All is known to 
Him. The exact state of each has 
been settled long before in His mind. 
What then are these books? They 
are to show that all that we have 
ever done is known and remembered 
in heaven. How easily do we forget 
even our most glaring sins 1 They 
alarm us for a moment. They make 
us feel uncomfortable at the time \ ^m2A% 
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it may be, for a few days or weeks our 
uneasiness remains. But the impres- 
sion soon dies away. Not so with 
God. Every sin is as fresh in His re- 
membrance, as it was on ihe very day 
when it was committed. Every thought 
that has passed through our minds; 
every word that has escaped our lips ; 
every action that we have done, and 
every action that we have left undone ; 
all, all will be disclosed then. At pre- 
sent sinners are very bold. Tbey carry 
things with a high hand. They "draw 
iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin 
as it were with a cart rope." They 
say, " Let him make speed, and hasten 
his work." (Isaiah v. 18, 19.) Many 
of them do not blush when they are 
caught in sin. But then the stoutest- 
bearted sinner wi\i tiemble; for "who 
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shall abide the day of Christ's coming ? 
and who shall stand when He appear- 
eth ?" Then the heart of the ungodly 
will die within him ; then will begin 
his " shame and everiasting contempt." 
There is many a wicked man now, who 
comforts himself with this — that his 
sin is not known — that no eye sees it. 
But in that day the most secret sins — 
sins done in the dark — will be brought 
to light. How would some blush, if I 
were now to go over, before this con- 
gregation, the secret sins you have 
committed, even during the past week. 
How much more in that day, when the 
whole catalogue of your sins, the whole 
history of your lives, shall be laid bare 
before an assembled world I 

But, will it be only the sins of the 
wicked that will be xeafli owX. ^"t ^^^^ 
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Book? There will also be many a 
blessed deed, whieh was done out of 
love to Christ — many an act of holi- 
ness and self-denial, done by a child of 
God for his Saviour s sake. Even the 
cup of cold water given in the name of 
a disciple— even Mary's ointment — ^will 
not then be passed over. Not that 
any act of ours, even our best deeds, 
deserve to be rewarded; for there is 
sin mixed with every one of them. 
But then, if they are done in faith, 
from love to the Saviour, they are ac- 
cepted for His sake, and they are 
pleasing to God. 

But we read in our text of the 

" Books " being opened — more books 

than one. We have already spoken 

about the Book of God s remembrance, 

j'n which all our actions axe ^Tv\X»^\i, 
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But another great and important book 
will be brought forward on that day ; 
a book which many have despised, and 
many have neglected ; the inspired 
Book of Scripture. That book will be 
spread out to show that we are judged, 
not according to men's opinions, but 
according to God's word, which he has 
given us. 

But there is yet another Book spoken 
of in our text :" And another Book was 
opened, which is the Book of Life." 
This is intended to show that all God's 
true people are known to Him. Their 
names are written in heaven. He is 
acquainted with each one, though they 
may have been passed over by their 
fellow-men. Not one of His dear 
children shall be missing at His right 
hand. 
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So then, brethren, you see that all 
will rise again ; all will meet before the 
great white throne ; all will be judged. 
But that awful meeting will last but a 
short time ; and then it will be broken 
up for ever. Many who stand together 
then, will part to meet no more. Two 
great divisions will be made, and two 
only— the sheep and the goats; the 
righteous and the wicked ; those who 
have served Christ, and those who have 
neglected His salvation ; the lost and 
the saved. And there will be two por- 
tions, and two only — ^heaven and hell ; 
eternal life and everlasting misery ! 

Brethren, we are now met in the 

house of God. Here we sit together, 

and kneel together, and pray together, 

Bud sing together, bad and good alike. 

^12 1 it will not always \>e ^o. Ttv^ 
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separating day will come. Ah, when 
the righteous Judge sits upon His 
throne, there will indeed be awful dis- 
coveries. We shall see many on the 
left hand, whom we little expected to 
find there. We shall exclaim with 
astonishment, " What ! can this man 
be there, who was once so fair a pro- 
fessor, so active, and so well thought 
of by the congregation on earth ? 
What I is it possible that that other 
who talked so well, and knew so much, 
can his have been mere head-knowledge 
after all ? What ! did this man, who 
was so regular in his pew, and so re- 
spectable in his appearance — did he sit 
through a lifetime an unconverted sin- 
ner ? Did he live and die a mere 
church-goer, and sermon-hearer ; and 
is he now on the left \ia\x9L'?' 
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But some discoveries then, how 
blessed will they be ! To see some 
who were very dear to us on earth, and 
who journeyed with us on the same 
heavenly road, and are now going to 
enter with us into that home which they 
longed for ! It may be too our eye 
will rest on here and there one of our 
neighbours, whom we little hoped to 
find so highly exalted. True, the face 
was a familiar face to us among our 
Sabbath worshippers ; but we knew 
nothing of a work of grace in that 
heart. But God knew that soul ; He 
was blessing it, and leading it on to 
glory.* 

But it is now time that I should be 

^ See Miller's Sermon on Preaching ; 
pfige 30, 
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bringing my Sermon to a conclusion. 
It may be thought by some, that I 
have chosen a very alarming subject 
for my address to you to-day. Yes, it 
is a very alarming subject to the 
thoughtless, worldly, ungodly man. 
Oh that whilst I have been reasoning 
with you " of temperance, righteous- 
ness, and judgment to come," I may 
have made some of you tremble I 

O sinner, stop ; and just ask yourself, 
how you will feel in that day. You 
will then be alone. Though surrounded 
by millions, you will feel alone, naked, 
forsaken, without one plea, without one 
friend. And that dear Friend, who 
was once so ready to help you and to 
save you, will no longer be the sinner s 
Friend, but the sinner s Judge 1 Oh 
where will you turn ? "Bsi^^^A ^^ ^^^- 
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tence in the text : You will be " cast 
into the lake of fire, which is the 
second death." The first death will be 
terrible enough to you; for it is an 
awful thing to die without hope. But 
the second death will be far, far more 
terrible. It is a death that is no death. 
It is worse than a thousand deaths. It 
is a kind of hving death ; unspeakable 
suflferings that will never end; pains 
that will for ever rack the body, and 
agonies that will tear the mind ! 

That, my dear brethren, will be in- 
deed a day of vengeance. But now, 
thank God, now it is a time of mercy. 
Is there something within you which 
seems to say, " Oh that I could flee 
from the wrath to come ?*' You can 
See from it. There is a way of escape. 
Christ 18 willing to Te(ie\Ne ^qjvsl^ %si5ic\ss 
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make you His. If there is one man in 
this church, who mourns over his sins 
who feels his danger, and who is 
anxious that he may obtain mercy, I 
would say to that man, Christ came to 
save the lost. He can save you. His 
blood can wash away every stain of 
guilt. He can give you pardon and 
deliverance. 

How happy, if we can think of death 
without alarm, and look forward to the 
Day of Judgment without any mis- 
giving ! And yet, if we are His, we 
may do so. He will shelter us. We 
are safe in His hands. It will be all 
well with us, as long as we remain 
here ; and then He will take us to be 
with Him for ever ! 
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